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Year 1 SECTION1 INTRODUCTION TO ARABIC PHONOLOGY

LISTENING

READING

Phonology of The Arabic Language
Phonological Awareness [ Reading Fluency

INTRODUCTION

In this module, you will dive into the art of Arabic phonology through listening and reading.
You will explore classical prose and poetry to understand the details of Arabic sound
patterns, rhythm, stress, and fluency. You will practice identifying stressed and unstressed
elements in texts, improving your listening and reading comprehension, and understanding
the structure of both classical prose and poetry. By the end of this module, you will have
gained the skills to read and articulate complex Arabic texts fluently, while appreciating the
aesthetic power of sound in Arabic literature.

Content:

Recap: You are expected to be able to listen, notice, think about, and work with the
individual sounds (< 5>/ sal) in a prose text. This includes the ability to identify sounds
that blend into words, as well as the ability to segment words into sounds. In much the same
way, you should be able to recognize and manipulate the spoken parts of sentences and
words by segmenting a sentence into words, identifying the syllables in a word, and again
blending those words into sentences.

There are 28 letters in the Arabic alphabet. Arabic is read and written from (i~ yamin
— right) to (U2 yasar — left). Almost all the letters in an Arabic word are joined together
like hand writing. Some letters can’t join other letters but can be joined because of their
shapes, these are: (- >~ > - > ) There is no such thing as capital letters versus small
letters. There is no such thing as printing versus hand writing, Arabic is all hand writing.
All the letters in the alphabet are consonants. Vowels are separate marks that go on top or
underneath these letters..

At the end of this section, you should be able to:

* Identify the sound pattern of Arabic prose, highlighting the syllabus and consonantal cluster,
the stress and unstressed sounds.

* Analyse the sound pattern of Arabic prose and show the various consonantal and syllabic
patterns and structure of words.

* Read semi-complex fully vowelised classic prose with clear voice, rhythm, intonation, and
proper pronunciation at a reasonable speed

* Read using semi-complex fully vowelised verses of poetry with clear voice, rhythm,
intonation, and proper pronunciation at a reasonable speed.

* Identify the sound pattern of Arabic poetry, focusing on the rhythm, the stressed and unstressed
elements.
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Year 1 SECTION1 INTRODUCTION TO ARABIC PHONOLOGY

Key Ideas:

* Prose is distinguished from poetry because of its complete lack of any metrical structure and
variety of rhythm and has a closer correspondence to the patterns of everyday speech.

(88 Y5 05 S5 Y O 23S s i)
*  Poetry, on the other hand, is a form of writing that uses rhythm and rhyme to create a musical
or chant-like effect.

(Raklall 3a) (s aial) o 5 sall ADSI) ga Saill)
* Phonological Awareness in Arabic Prose and Poetry: This concept focuses on recognizing
sound patterns such as consonantal clusters, syllables, stressed and unstressed elements

in classical Arabic prose and poetry. By identifying these phonological features, learners
enhance their fluency, pronunciation, and listening skills.

» Listening and Reading Fluency: Listening and loud reading are central to acquiring
phonological awareness. Engaging with literary texts through guided listening and reading
practices helps learners master proper articulation, rhythm, and the ability to differentiate
between stressed and unstressed sounds in Arabic.

* Stress and Rhythm in Literary Arabic: The study of thythm, stress patterns, and consonantal
clusters in prose and poetry allows learners to gain a deeper understanding of how sound
patterns affect the meaning and impact of Arabic literary works.

1. Listening Skills in Lexical Structure and Sound
Pattern of Prose

In this section, you will focus on listening closely to Arabic prose. You’ll learn how to
identify individual sounds in a sentence, recognize how sounds blend into words, and break
down words into their smaller sound units. By practicing this, you’ll improve your ability
to listen, understand, and work with the sound patterns of Arabic prose.

el s dgalle] oLuiY) Juaidl &)
L@As\djld\ dmﬁ\j c\.gﬁjl’q d\;f)ﬂ\
Jad ~\J el.g_\...a;};/ A i\.\AJ:ﬁ\ :);\';j "Léél
(e8ilal cLiadll

8 e I Blaia (3alall
(inall ASY) Al (1)
Sample of Arabic Prose (.= il 394 (clip 1.1b) @

ooooooooo

2. Loud Reading with Correct Articulation

Here, you’ll practice reading aloud with correct pronunciation. Using phonics, you will
sound out words clearly and learn to pronounce unfamiliar words accurately. This will
help you build confidence in reading and speaking Arabic, focusing on understanding how
spelling reflects pronunciation.
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(Sample for Practical Drills)

3. The Sound Pattern of Arabic Prose

In this section, you’ll focus on reading Arabic prose to improve your pronunciation and
fluency. Arabic prose, with its natural rhythm and sound patterns, is close to everyday
speech. You’ll practice recognizing sound patterns and intonations, which will help you

read and speak more fluently.
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4. The Sound Pattern of Arabic Poetry

In this section, you’ll explore the rhythm and rhyme of Arabic poetry. You’ll identify
rhyming words, focus on stressed and unstressed sounds, and practice repeating and
memorizing lines of poetry. This will help you appreciate the musical qualities of Arabic
poetry and improve your fluency in reading verse.
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Sample of Arabic Poetry () saddl ¢ g sd) (clip 1.3a) @

Activity 1.1

Listening and Reading of Classical Prose
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Step 1: Listen to the above audio recording of the classical prose Wile | sLud¥ Judi &)....
Follow along with the text visually.

*  Quick Check: Exit ticket — List three stressed words and two unstressed words
from the text.

Step 2: Focus on stressed and unstressed elements in the audio. Highlight them on a
printed copy of the text.

*  Quick Check: One-minute reflection — How do stressed sounds contribute to
the emphasis in the text?

Step 3: Repeat after the speaker, concentrating on correct articulation and rhythm.
Record your own reading and compare it with the audio recording.

*  Quick Check: Self-assessment — Compare your recording with the original and
mark areas where your stress or rhythm was different.

Step 4: Segment the words of the passage into syllables, identifying where consonantal
clusters occur.

*  Quick Check: Peer review — In pairs, exchange and review syllable breakdowns
and correct any mistakes together.
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Year 1 SECTION1 INTRODUCTION TO ARABIC PHONOLOGY

Step 5: Write a brief summary of the meaning of the passage, focusing on how the
sound patterns support the message.

*  Quick Check: Discussion — Discuss with your friend how sound patterns can
influence the overall tone and meaning.

Step 6: Repeat the above 5 activities using the following text (clip 1.1b): @
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Step 6: Listen to the audio/reader and repeat what you hear. (clip 1.1¢) @
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Rl
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Activity 1.2

Reading vowelized classic prose focusing on stressed and unstressed elements

a. Join your friends e.g. (Kofi and Ali) to listen to the audio/reader and repeat what

you hear while focusing on individual sounds (clip 1.2a) @

Example:

«  Audio/Reader: “I) 55"

 Audio/Reader: “Jsu)”

« Audio/Reader: 35"

0 g7 9| D e®2 |3 9@ | )y 0w

5 .
825, 27 |82 52 2 \q’/ \45;_-.

-

-
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Z27 - R

120700 [V s | Gy | 252 Plaia :

Ama: “‘j)j:.‘z”
Ali: )5
you: “‘3};\3”

Ama: “L;J}iu:)”
Ali: “SJ*}:‘“:)”

you: “g}:{‘)aa

Ali: “3 2 %uay
you: “5 52

b. The Sound Pattern of Arabic Prose

Step 1: Read the passage |5 3 | sl g aloud, focusing on identifying stressed
and unstressed syllables.

(C

Ela fan ol (e fa Aol sk 5 llstald oSl
E3 Elaly L Sl 13 O el el Sh L K5 (G
Gl e Jias AT Hags «Oh 3 25835 ez )i

3 aa el lala,

* Quick Check: Exit ticket — Mark two stressed and two unstressed syllables
in the first sentence.
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Step 2: Listen to an audio version (clip 1.2b) and compare the
rhythm and stress with your own reading. @

*  Quick Check: One-minute reflection — Identify one place where the
rhythm in your reading differed from the audio recording.

Step 3: Write down the passage while marking stressed and unstressed syllables.
*  Quick Check: Self-assessment — Compare your marked syllables
with a provided key and correct any errors.
Step 4: Analyze the rhythm of the passage, noting how consonantal clusters
and syllables interact to create flow.
*  Quick Check: Peer review — Share your analysis with a partner and

identify whether you both detected the same rhythmic features.

Step S: Discuss with a friend how the sound patterns enhance the meaning of the
prose.

c. Stressed and unstressed elements: Listen to the audio/reader @
attentively then engage in the activities below: (clip 1.2¢)

* Pair up with a friend to study the following text, then take turn to read what
you have studied

Jasl el dedled ) bl &)
(«)) S oladi Lgde | el s gt
cl.@_ﬁ.h.a\ Ll.k;j\ d.ms\} cl.g.ma;\ MAJY\
81350 G5 (blaia BALA]

* Record yourself while reciting what you have studied, then share the video
with your partners.

* Discuss with your partner the experiences you had in recording yourselves.

« Join your friends e.g. (Azure ¢ 33\ , Aisha *3s and Kofi 0 5%), to study
the following examples in distinguishing between stressed and unstressed
elements: Refer to (clip 1.2b).

Examples: Stressed and Unstressed Elements:

ladi Lgae | o plal) Qi y clgdisla Ja 3l 115 gutiel st et &)
(unstressed)s - (stressed) Iz &)

(unstressed} ~(unstressed) <= ~(stressed) 3i: Jadl

(unstressed)st (stressed) -3 -(unstressed) - - (unstressed) !: #a%
(unstressed)d -(unstressed) = ~(stressed) J -(unstressed) & (stressed) ': e
(unstressed)es! - (stressed) £ -(unstressed) 5: 13
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(stressed)d - (unstressed) > - (stressed) L -(unstressed) i (unstressed) !: Jad
(unstressed) - (unstressed) £ - (stressed) 5! - (unstressed) : W&sa
(llfls'fressed)j -(unstressed) —= -(stressed), . (unstressed) 3: Seabi g

(stressed)S - (unstressed) 4 - (stressed) - - (unstressed) 4 - (unstressed) I: &lsial
(unstressed)d - (stressed) = - (unstressed) <& - (stressed) I: s

(stressed)& - (unstressed) 2 - (stressed) = ki

* Now, use the above examples to distinguish between the stressed and
unstressed elements in the following lines: (refer to clips 1.2b).

B15a LKy Blaka (31lall c\ghaial pladl) Jiadl g clgiiadi i) a3 g

Activity 1.3

Identification of Arabic Sound Pattern in Poetry
a. Pair up with your friend and do the following: (clip 1.3a) @

= ¢ o
‘—, o ¥ Z _ ° ~0 _ - G
BB gl S Laa Y

(excerpts of Ahmed Shawki’s contemporary poetry)

Y 555 of dladdl 38 p WINE. PR V) PR

Y sie 5 Ll £ sy Ay G Ge 34T Gl Gadled
S &5l Al Sude dlas A 21N Slla L
St Gaadll sl 453 5 ailedls e il 138 Eaaiald

Y stan 3555 Al ol 515 pladll gy el
S 3l J5by Euadl) Jia 1022k Ll § suiy & 3k
Sl J siall (land E2 5 8588 ol A delaal
Shse % e SLAl Gl Aeles e Lad Y Jea)

Step 1: Listen to a recitation of the poem (——a Jdag Ja sid Iz s—0....

*  Quick Check: Exit ticket — Identify one rhyme pattern and one stressed
syllable in the first two lines.
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Step 2: Read the poem aloud, paying attention to the rhythmic structure.

*  Quick Check: One-minute reflection — How does the meter enhance the
poem’s message?

Step 3: Mark the stressed and unstressed syllables in the text, focusing on how the
rhythm builds emotion.

*  Quick Check: Self-assessment — Compare your marked syllables with a
peer and discuss any differences.

Step 4: Analyze how the repetition of sounds creates emphasis and flow in the
poem.

*  Quick Check: Peer review — Discuss how the rhyme and meter contribute
to the poem’s overall theme.

Step 5: Record your recitation of the poem and compare it with the original audio.

*  Quick Check: Self-assessment — Identify one area where your rhythm
needs improvement based on the original recitation.

b. Reading Vowelized Classic Prose and Poetry focusing on stressed and
unstressed elements: Lsten to the audio/reader attentively
then engage in the following activities (clip 1.3a):

«  Pair up with your friend and take turns in reading the lines / <\ to each
other. Listen carefully and then repeat what you heard back to your partner:

* Pair up with your friend to study the following lines from the poetry, then
take turn to read what you have studied:

Vs 055 of dlaall 38 Sl g sl o
Y sie s Ll £aly Ay 3 (e 8ol S Gyl Guale

* Join your friends e.g. (Azure 6;333 , Aisha &&3\s and Kofi ggsug), to study the
following examples in distinguishing between stressed and unstressed elements:
(refer to clip 1.3a).

Exampls: Stressed and Unstressed Elements:

i) Aby aladll o &

(stressed)ﬁz 34 .

(unstressed) - - (stressed) 4 - (stressed) A (unstressed) - alaal

(unstressed)e - (stressed) -8 - (unstressed) 3: 48

(unstressed)¥ - (stressed)=> - (stressed)- - (unst:ressed)j - (unstressed): S—adll o

¥ sy (195 O alral) A

(unstressed) - (stressed)\S: A8 o

(unstressed) = - (stressed)-& - (stressed)—ii- (unstressed)': eh-«i‘ .
(unstressed)ss - (stressed)l: & o

(unstressed)= - (stressed)S - (unstressed)<: (55 o

(unstressed)Y - (stressed) s - (unstressed)): Yol o

el
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s G 3ol o Gl Eualel
(stressed)= - (unstressed)-= - (stressed)le - (stressed)iz calef o
(stressed)25 - (unstressed)<s - (stressed)l: Gyl o
(stressed)j: o .
(stressed)d - (unstressed)= - (stressed)i: dal .
(unstressed)-= - (stressed)—: u« .
(unstressed)cs? - (stre:ssed)j - (unstressed)—j - (unstressed)': PRV

¥ 5 5 Lkl (g (0
(unstressed) = — (stressed)= - (unstressed)=: & o
(unstressed)s - (stressed)-t - (unstressed) s: (sl o
(stressed)bs (unstressed) 4. (stressed)j: Laiil W
(stressed)Y (unstressed) s8 - (stressed)< - (unstressed)s: Y583 o

* Now, use the above examples to istinguish between the stressed and unstressed
elements in the following lines: (refer to clips 1.3a).

S 5 A B e s D 20 sl
Do Faadll ) gll 43,385 il e il 138 Enpad
Y shean 3505 Lol fgala 50 alaal) xy Afaiha




Review Questions

1. Reflecting on your experience with your friends while listening to the audio and
reading the texts, what were some challenging Arabic sounds or vowels you
encountered, and how did you work together to overcome them?

2. Considering your engagement with your friends while practicing the identification
of Arabic sounds and vowels, how did this activity enhance your ability to recognize
and differentiate between different sounds in the language?

3. Reflecting on your practice with distinguishing between letters, syllables, and
words in Arabic, which specific linguistic features helped you differentiate between
them effectively, and how did you apply this knowledge to the provided examples?

4. Considering your practice in distinguishing between letters, syllables, and words in
Arabic, how did collaborating with your peers contribute to your ability to analyze
and identify linguistic elements accurately?

5. Reflecting on your practice with reading prose and poetry texts while focusing
on stressed and unstressed elements, what strategies did you and your friend find
most effective in identifying and differentiating between stressed and unstressed
syllables or words?

6. Considering your engagement with your friend while focusing on stressed and
unstressed elements in Arabic prose and poetry, how did analyzing stress patterns
contribute to your overall comprehension and appreciation of the texts’ rhythm and
meaning?

7. Reflecting on your participation with your group while analysing the vowelised
words by segmenting them to their syllables in the texts, how did the collabrative
work improve your pronounciation of the Arabic phonics and reading skills?

A=




Answers to Review Questions

1. We encountered several challenging Arabic sounds and vowels, such as the
emphatic consonants (&, (=, =, 1), and the short vowels (fatha, kasra, damma). To
overcome these challenges, we listened attentively to the audio, practiced repeating
the sounds together, and consulted each other for clarification on pronunciation.
Additionally, we utilized resources like pronunciation guides and online tutorials
to reinforce our understanding and improve our pronunciation skills.

2. Engaging in the identification of Arabic sounds and vowels with my friends
significantly enhanced our ability to recognize and differentiate between different
phonetic elements in the language. By listening to the audio and reading the texts
collaboratively, we developed a heightened sensitivity to Arabic pronunciation
patterns and vowel markings. Through discussions and peer feedback, we refined
our skills in distinguishing between similar sounds, such as the various forms of
the letter “¢” and the several vowel pronunciations.

3. During our practice session, we focused on key linguistic features such as letter
shapes, vowel markings, and word boundaries to differentiate between letters,
syllables, and words in Arabic. For example, recognizing the distinct shapes of
individual letters helped us identify isolated letters like “<~” and “b». Additionally,
understanding the placement of vowel markings and accents aided us in
distinguishing between syllables, such as in the syllables “ia” and “u=33». By
applying this knowledge, we successfully segmented the provided examples into
their respective letters, syllables, and words.

4. Bydiscussing the structural components of letters, syllables, and words together, we
gained a deeper understanding of Arabic writing and reading systems. Through peer
feedback and shared insights, we improved our skills in recognizing letter shapes,
vowel patterns, and word boundaries. Additionally, engaging in collaborative
activities such as word segmentation exercises and syllable identification tasks
provided us with practical opportunities to apply our knowledge and reinforce our
understanding of Arabic language.

5. My friend and I employed various strategies to identify stressed and unstressed
elements in Arabic prose and poetry. We paid close attention to changes in
arena, duration, and intensity of sounds to determine stress patterns. By taking
turns reading aloud and discussing our observations, we were able to refine our
understanding of stress patterns and develop strategies for accurately identifying
stressed and unstressed elements in Arabic texts.

6. Analysing stress patterns in Arabic prose and poetry texts with my friend greatly
enhanced our comprehension and appreciation of the texts’ rhythm and meaning.
By identifying stressed and unstressed elements, we gained insights into the
rhythmic structure of the language and the poetic pattern employed by the authors.
This deepened our understanding of the texts’ emotional tone, emphasis, and
poetic devices. Moreover, by discussing stress patterns and their impact on word
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pronunciation and sentence rhythm, we developed a deeper connection to the texts
and improved our fluency in reading Arabic poetry and prose with expression.

Analysing the words to their syllables with my group allowed me to practice
sounding out the vowelised letters and the syllables to my friends and to openly
accept any corrections to my performance, and vice versa, which helped each
member in the group improve their pronunciation to the appropriate level, leading
us to improve our reading skills.
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