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SECTION 2 SHARING IDEAS AND ORAL INTERPRETATION

Conversation/Communication in Context

INTRODUCTION

This section discusses identification of key ideas in texts and discourse. It
always gives information on specific ideas or knowledge to the reader or hearer.
The information given may come from all perspectives such as education,
industrialisation, mining among others. It may also indicate some cultural values
such as respect, tolerance and patience. Identifying key ideas gives you a better
understanding of the discourse. It also enhances your critical thinking skills and
interpretation abilities. There are types of reading techniques namely skimming
and scanning and the application of any of the type enables you to get the right
information demanded at any time. Knowledge of the types is therefore essential
in our everyday life. The concept of oral interpretation will also be discussed. We
shall discuss the skills needed for effective interpretation. Interpretation plays
important roles in facilitating communication across language barriers.

AT the end of this section you should be able to:

e Identify key ideas from appropriate discourse. E.g., cultural values
(respect, kindness, tolerance and others), education, child trafficking,

environment, industrialisation in Ghana, mining, GESI etc.,

e Discuss ideas and relevant opinions from selected discourse. E.g.,
cultural values (respect, kindness, tolerance and others), education,
child trafficking, environment, industrialisation in Ghana, mining, GESI,
STEM, etc.

Key Ideas

e Key ideas are the main messages that is relevant in any discourse. Some
of the key ideas may center on cultural values such as respect, kindness,
tolerance, patience, etc. In any discourse you can share relevant opinions
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on any discourse appropriately and interpret any discourse in your own
understanding.

Dear learner, before leaving home for your present school, what are the
main points from the conversation you had with your parent/guardian?
Share with peers.

The main points you shared with your peers are known to as key ideas.
Key ideas are the essential ideas that the author or speaker wants to give
to the reader or hearer/listener respectively. The ideas may include the
claims, the reasons, conclusions, definitions, classifications, comparisons,
evaluations, recommendations, etc. Key ideas can be expressed explicitly
or implicitly.

For you to identify the key ideas in discourse there is the need for you
to understand the main concepts, arguments, and the points made. Note
that the discourse could deal with any topic such as mining, teenage
pregnancy, natural disaster, educational issues among others. It must also
be pointed out that it could also come in a text form, video or picture or
all the forms mentioned.

In summary, my dear learner to identify the key ideas in a discourse which
may be written or oral or visual, you may need to answer the following
questions

1. Find who or what the passage discusses: Does this passage discuss a
person, group of people or an entity?

2. Ask when the event took place: Does the information contain a
reference to time?

3. Find where the event took place: Does the text name a place?

4. Ask why the event took place: Do you find a reason or explanation for
something that happened?

5. Ask how the event took place: Does this information indicate a method
or a theory?

NB: Inatext, key ideas are sometimes italicised, boldened, or underlined.
You can also find it in the topic sentence.
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WHAT IS DISCOURSE

Generally, discourse refers to communication, conversation or discussion between
individuals or groups either in spoken form or written form. It involves the
exchange of ideas, opinions and information. Note that the definition of discourse
could be defined also from different angles such as linguistics, social science and
philosophy. The general meaning is appropriate for us. Go online to read the other
definitions to broaden your knowledge.

Opinion

Look at the picture below

The ideas you shared from he picture is your own ideas which is known as opinion.

Dear learner, opinion is view judgement formed about something which may not
be necessarily based on knowledge or fact. It could be expressed in a statement of
advice by a professional expert.

As alearner when discussing ideas and opinions in discourse you do the following
1. Start by listening actively
2. Think before you speak

3. Make sure you have the facts
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4. Say what you think in a detailed straightforward manner and support with
evidence

5. Use ‘I’ statements.

Activity 1. Watch the video:

1. https://www.dw.com/en/the-story-behind-ghanas-traditional-fire-
festival/video-66383282

2. Identify all the key ideas in the video.

What is your opinion after watching the video? Share with your peers

Activity 2. Read the text below and answer the questions that

follow.

Tsofa komo yaka etee henumoi srotoi ashi ye je le mli. Jeee mo ni koo tsofa
yaka le pe naa egbaa shi esaa esuoloi ke manmuu le fee he. Tsofa le nyeo
eboteo jwenmo le mli kefiteo ansorn le keke le eha mo le eje gbomei aten loo
ehaa mo le jeo kpa ye gbomotso le he. Tsofa ni mei foo komo yaka le ekomei
ji, baa (wii) srotoi ni haa mei ahie feo ame lanlan, nibii komei ni haa mei le
amii sheo amehe ye gbe for no. Baa (wii) ni haa mei ahie feo lanlan ke kpoian
felemo tsofai ni datrefoi haa nyeo tsuo mei le ahe nii. Tsofai komei tamo asra
yen (kokeen) ke kpoiag tsofai komei nyeo haa mo le hie woo la ni efeo gidigidi.
Tsofai nee ekomei ji daa ni naa wa ke ‘benzodiazepines’ haa jwenmon hewale
baa shi keke le mo le nyeee eheno eye asan ejwenn jogbany.

1. Write down any relevant message you got from the passage above and
discuss with your friend in class.

2. Explain any moral and cultural value you derive from the passage and
share with your friends

3. Compare the answer you had with answers from your friends.

A &
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EXTENDED READING

1. Canning, P. and Walker, B. (2024). Discourse Analysis. A practical
introduction (1% ed.) Routledge
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2. https://www.researchgate.net/publication/356207173_CHAPTER_ONE_BASIC_
CONCEPTS_IN_DISCOURSE_ANALYSIS/citations#full TextFileContent. Retrieved
on 5th May 2024.

3. Hare, V. C. (1984). Main idea identification: instructional explanation in four Basal
reader series. Journal of Reading Behavior 189-204.
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Reading

At the end of the sub-strand you should be able to:

1. Discuss skimming using preview, overview and review.

2. Discuss scanning using the strategies (e.g., movement of eyes or finger,

locating words and phrases)

3. Apply skimming and scanning to extract information or ideas from texts

Skimming is going through a text rapidly to get the general information

in the text while scanning involves looking for a specific information in
a text. Scanning is a process of reading in which your eyes quickly run
through a piece of text to find a piece of relevant information. Scanning
and skimming are two different concepts of reading.

TYPES OF READING

There are types of reading skill or technique namely skimming, scanning,
intensive reading and extensive reading. Dear learner, in this lesson you shall
learn skimming and scanning techniques of reading.

Skimming

Skimming is a reading technique used to quickly identify the main ideas or key
points in a text. It is the action of reading something quickly so as to note only the
important points. Basically, skimming is reading rapidly in order to get a general
overview of the material read. It is used to find specific facts in texts. It involves
glancing over the material, focusing on headings, subheadings, bold text and key
phrases to get a general understanding of the content. Skimming is useful when;
time is limited, looking for specific information, you want to get an overview
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before reading in-depth and you are dealing with a large amount of text. Below
are the skimming types.

Preview: An opportunity to view something before it is acquired or becomes
generally available. Preview is done in an effort to learn about the ideas presented
and the structure of their development.

Overview: Used to sample the reading material more thoroughly. A general review
or summary of a subject.

Review: The review is done to re-familiarise yourself with the material you have
previously read thoroughly or skimmed. A formal assessment of something with
the intention of instituting a change if necessary.

Learner, in skimming, you can follow these steps
- Read the title
- Read the headings and sub-headings as well as topic sentences in each
paragraph
- Look for important information such as date, names and unusual words.

- Read the conclusion

1. Revise what you learnt and explain how you understand the concept of
skimming and share your answer with your peers.

2 a. Skim through the passage below and write down three specific facts
found in it .

b. Compare the facts you identified with a friend.

Subani gbohii ni teo shi ye SHS kaseloi atean aagba manbii anaa ymenegmene.
Subapi komei tamo tsofakomo basabasa, koboo, joo ye kaanmaa mli ke abuumo
ehe shi ye sekondre sukui le amli.

Naanyoboo fon, tsosemo ke kudomo kpakpa ni kaseloi naaa, shika taomo
tridii ke gbei feemo ji no ni etee subani gbohii nee ashi. Gbo ke Agbienaa
nee, kaseloi ke amehe miiwo subani gbohii tamo, daatoo, tsofakomo yaka,
asoshwemo, bolenamo keke ke nibii gbohii krokomei feemo amli; ene yeo
amegbomotso hewalenamo awui ye gbei srotoi ano asang amenikasemo ke
amewoseE noyaa no gboo.
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Dmenegmene adafitwsaa nitsumohei srotoi etetee shi, ni eha sane le mli ewo
wu ejaake kaseloi le naa subani srotoi tsebele amenaaa nokwemono kpakpa
see amedi. Eji tsooloi ke foloi ke amralofoi le amane ake amefee ekome kegu
subani gbohii nee anee. Eji so ni tere mei nee ake ametee subani kpakpa ke
nilee kpakpa shi ko ni amekema amehie ake amebaaha kaseloi ana tsosemo
kpakpa keha amewosee shihile.

3. Apply the overview and review skimming types to analyse the passage
below.

Tsosemo kpakpa ji samfee ni gbeloi noyaa ke hegbei anaa agboi le keha
shihile kpakpa. Tsosemo nee nony le, eji kogte ni mei komekome ke magmuu
le ke jaku fee tswaa noyaa amemaa no. Ketso tsosemd no le, wonaa nilee,
ke paalee ke shihile kpakpa he nilee ni kudoo wo ketsoo wala tegpoi le ano.
Egbeloi wojwenmo mli ni ehaa wonaa nilee ni ake tsakeo magbii ashihile hie.
Tsosemd yeo buaa wo ni wojeo dun mli shihile ke ohia yeli ke wono naamo
mli bo ni afee ni wonine ashe wotalentai le fee ano. Eji shihile hietsakemo mli
oti ni haa noyaa ke kotoku mli tsiimo baa. Kefate he le, ehaa anyieo atswaa
jen kpakpa ni shishiumo be mli amaa shi. Keji woto fotro woha tsosemo le, no
gbeleo gbe haa wo ke wobii ke wo woseebii fee.

In summary you have learnt skimming and the steps as well as the types of
skimming which you can apply. Dear learner, let us examine what is scanning.

Scanning

Scanning is reading rapidly in order to find facts without reading everything.
Scanning helps you locate a particular fact while skimming tells you what general
information is within a section.

Scanning involves looking for a specific information in a text. It can also be said
to be a process of reading in which your eyes quickly run through a piece of text
to find a piece of relevant information. In scanning the reader looks for a piece
of specific information. An example of scanning is searching for the meaning
of a word in a dictionary. Scanning helps the reader to locate particular facts in
an entire text quickly. Students often use scanning when solving their reading
comprehension questions.

It is important to know the purpose for scanning. You should know what you are
searching for, eg title of a book, a website, a reference material, a particular word
or phrase and a particular story you want to read etc. You should know how the
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material is structures either alphabetically, non-alphabetically, chronologically,
by category, by titles /headings, by textual sense, by numbers among others.

Scanning helps a learner to read more and to develop love for reading.

1. Scan before reading

2. Scan a number of questions to identify the one which you are most
comfortable answering

3.  When searching for particular information such as date, keywords etc.

The following shows how to do scanning after getting overview of a text and
identifying the sections of the text you want to read.
1. Start scanning the text by moving your eyes and fingers quickly over it
2. When you have identified the information, word or the phrase you are
searching for, read the information surrounding the word carefully
3. When you identified the information that requires attention, you read it
thoroughly slowly.

1 In pairs explain the differences between skimming and scanning and
compare with other pair in the class.

2 Read this here

From the readings identify the strategies in scanning a text and discuss
in your group.

3a. Scan through the text below and identified the specific facts in it. 3b. Use
four key words/phrase in the text to form sentences.

b. Gbomo emuuyeli ji gbomotso

Health 1s state of complete physical, mental and social wellbeing, not just the
absence of disease. Taking care of one’s health is crucial for leading a happy
and productive life. Hewale kpakpa otii komei ji niyenii kpakpayeli, kpoao
gbolemo kpitiokpitio ke wo jogbany. Keji ono hewale kpakpanamo shihile le
no kuo hella kpitiokpitio naa, ehaa amejwenmo mli tseo ni amekpoan hu feo
ame fann. Nyehaa wohaa hewale namo afee wo -oti.

4. Watch the video below and identify the key information.
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EXTENDED READING

1.

Owu-Ewie, C. (2015). Language teaching skills: A guide for language
teachers. Shine Prints Company Ltd.

Reading strategies: skimming and scanning. https://www.uidaho.edu/-/
media/Uldaho-Responsive/Files/class/special-programs/writing-center/
process/reading-strategies_skimming-and-scanning.pdf. Retrieved on May
5th 2024.
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students. Utafiti Foundation

Butler, D. (2014). Reading with the right brain: Read faster by reading ideas instead of
Jjust words.

Hancock, H. (2006). Reading skills for college students. (7" ed.). Pearson
Langan, J. (2016). College writing skills. (8" Ed.). McGraw-Hill
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Oral Interpretation and translation

At the end of the sub-strand, you should be able to:

Discuss oral interpretation focusing on effective listening, encoding and

decoding.

Key Ideas

Oral interpretation is reframing the meaning of a speech most often orally

into another language. The original language is the source language
and the language in which it is rendered is the target language. In oral
interpretation you must note the cultural differences and be accurate in
giving the meaning of what you are to render in the language orally.

CONTENT

Interpretation is listening to a message in one language and rendering it orally
in another language maintaining the original meaning, tone and context. It
is the stylistic representation of a creative work or dramatic role. It is the act
of explaining, reframing, or otherwise showing your own understanding of
something. In interpretation you first have to understand the text or the piece
given to you and then explain in your own words. In broader terms it is rendering
a spoken or signed message into another spoken or signed language preserving
the register and meaning of the source language content.

Dear learner, it must be noted that before you can do any interpretation, you must
be well versed in the source and target language. Interpretation can be performed
either simultaneously or consecutively between users of different languages.

Dear learner, know that in interpreting you do not embellish or over-exaggerate.
State the ideas clearly. In interpreting you need to listen carefully, decode and
encode as they serve as the process of communication and interpreting.
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‘Encoding’ Eji gbejianotoo ni aketsakeo adafitswaa loo sane hie kemajeo
shweshweeshwe ni tsakemo ko baa mli. Ekoo sane mli tsoomo ke shishinumo
shishi. Ekoo nikanemo, wolo majemo he sane ni etsio wiemokulibii, sanefa ke
sanemuu ta.

‘Decoding’ Ene ji gbejianotoo ni aketsakeo nigmaa ko hie, ni gbalaa nigmaa ko
mli ni anuo shishi Ene haa mei nuo shishi ni amegbalaa mli. Ene ji gbe no ni
toiboloi tsoo no kenuo loo keboo sane ko mli haa.

You need to know the following to do oral interpretation
1. Listen attentively.
2. You should be fluent in both languages.
3. Keep to the meaning of the test or speech in the original language.
4. Keep pace with the dialogue.

Dear learner, decoding is like sending message and encoding is similar to receiving
and understanding the message.

1. Explain the basic concepts in oral interpretation to the class.
2. Explain how you understand the concept of interpretation to a classmate

3. In pairs listen carefully to the recorded audio and interpret it.
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EXTENDED READING

1. Atkinson, J.M (1999) Interpretation. London: Routledge
2. Munday, J. (2001) Introducing Translation Studies. London: Routledge

REFERENCES

1. Baker, M. ed ((1998). Encyclopedia of Translation Studies. Routledge
2. Blackstil, M. (2007). Theories of Interpreting. Arnold

3. Larson, M.L (1984). Meaning —Based Translation. A guide to cross —
language equivalence.

4.  University Press of America

5. Nolan, James (2005). Interpretation: techniques and exercises. Cromwell
Press Ltd.

6. Hatim, B & Mason, .I. (1990). Discourse Translator. Addison Wesley
Longman Inc.
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REVIEW QUESTIONS

Review Questions for Key Ideas

Mention five different key ideas you have derived from the talk on health during
your orientation program.

Discuss with your friend the five key ideas you have identified in (1) and let her
or him share his or her key ideas with you.

Study the picture carefully and write down a passage of at least fifty words on it
highlighting the key ideas.

Review questions for skimming

1. Apply your skimming knowledge to the passage below and share your
ideas with your friend. Give the summary of what the passage is about
and share with your class mates.

Okwaayeli ji nifeemo ko ni he hiaa ni ebote mei ajwenmo mli afii fioo ko
ni eho le. Okwaayeli hie nifeemoi srotoi pii tamo loolee, kooloi alee ke
wuoi. Enemei fee ahe miihia ejaake eyeo ebuaa niyenii namo ni he hiaa
adesai ni ameye kena wala. Okwaayeli ji no ni yeo buaa shika he naatsoo
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nitsumodi le ni edamoo enaji and. Ye jen maji srotol amli pmenegmene
le adu aduawai tamo kookoo, roba ke odonti babaoo dientse bo ni ahoo
ahaa mapseebii. Maji krokomei hu ena nakai hegbe le nonn kemiidu
aduawai krokomei fe mei komei. Ye maji krokomei nee ano le ameboo
nyomod babaoo ye okwaayeli he, titri le dumo nibii. Okwaafoi titri ji mei
ni ke dadei ke nilee ni be eho tsuo nii. Ameten mei pii ji mei ni be he ni
ametoo aduawai ni amekpaa le ye ni kooloi bibii ke flikiloi fiteo niyenii
nee ni ehie kpataa. Ene yeee buaaa amenikpamo ni egbaa amenaa.

Amralofoi baanye aye abua ame ye gbei pii ano. Abaanye awo okwaafoi
akui ahewale koni aha faahei ketso amralofoi anitsumoi tamo shikatoohei
ke ekuraloi ano. Abaanye atsoo okwaafoi bo ni amaa nitoohei ameha
amekpamo nibii le. Enemei fee ke ekrokomei baanye aye abua okwaafoi
kekura okwaa nitsumo le.

Apply the knowledge of skimming to an article such as a newspaper and
give the general idea of the text.

Review question for scanning

1.

Apply scanning to a comprehension text given in class and write out all
the specific information derived from each paragraph.

Describe two scanning techniques and indicate how you can apply it to
identification of specific information in a text.

Review Questions for Interpretation

1.
2.

Explain the differences between encoding and decoding.

Explain three things you will consider when you are interpreting a
message from one language to another and why?

Listen to the audio in the folder attached and give the oral interpretation
to the whole class.
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ANSWERS TO REVIEW QUESTIONS

Suggested Answers for Identifying key ideas in communication

1. Some key ideas during the health talk include proper personal hygiene,
keeping the environment very clean and eating hot or warm food.

2. Someideas by the friend may include, bathing twice daily, brushing teeth
twice in a day, eating in clean bowls, washing hand thoroughly before
eating and after the use of washrooms and sweeping your environment.

3. The picture shows students who are sitting in the classroom. The teacher
is having a lesson with the class. The students are looking into their
books. They are listening attentively. This indicates their obedience to
rules given by the teacher.

Suggested Answers for Skimming
1  The challenge facing farmers such as the storage of food product
e The roles of government to improve agriculture
e Fishery, livestock and poultry are aspects of agriculture
e Farming is the mainstay of the economy

2. The article in the newspaper title tells us generally what the article is
about and the paragraphs put together aids in arriving at the general
idea.

Suggested answer for scanning

1. After scanning through the comprehension passage the questions that
are asked gives you the idea on what specific information you should
look for in the passage. The learner discusses with the friend whether
the specific information required are the same or different.

2. The following shows how to do scanning after getting overview of a
text and identifying the sections of the text you want to read

e  Start scanning the text by moving your eyes and fingers quickly over it

17
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When you have identified the information, word or the phrase you are
searching for, read the information surrounding the word carefully

When you identified the information that requires attention, you read it
thoroughly slowly

Suggested Answers for Oral interpretation

1.
1.

11.

11.

1il.

Some differences between encoding and decoding
Encoding is creating a message while decoding is interpreting a message

Encoding is conveying the meaning of a message, decoding on the other
hand deals with uncovering the meaning and intent behind a message iii.
Encoding involves the sender or author, decoding involves the sender or
reader

Some things to consider may include:
Render the message accurately without omitting or adding anything.
Avoid personal opinions and influences.

Use precise and appropriate language and avoid errors and
miscommunication

Some messages that should be heard from the audiois briefly summarized
below.

Sane ni baanu nee koo Oliver Vormawor he. Amo le ye Oflo, 2022 ye
sane ko ni ewie ye pmenengmene adifitswaa mli. Abu le £50 ye nibii enyo
he. Sa ake abua sane le shi be mli ni ake le yashe jeme le, kojolo ni hie
sane le baaa hewole, atsi sane le ato.

Dialysis nyomo etee hie keje GH380 ketee GH 491. Helatsemei komei
gba haumoi ni etee no ye shika ni etee no le atsoo. Halatsemei nee kpafai
ko ni atse no.
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