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SPEAKING &:3ak

Everyday Oral Communication

Introduction

Arabic numbers and numerals are integral to the language and used for counting, calculations,
and representing quantities. Originating from the Indo-Arabic numeral system, they are
recognised and used globally. Based on a decimal system, Arabic numerals (e.g., * for zero,
V for one, ¥ for two) are written from left to right and are widely applied in mathematics,
finance, and daily life. Mastery of Arabic numerals will allow you as individuals to use
them in everyday communication. In this section, following grammatical rules to read,
identify, and manipulate numbers in various contexts such as measurements and weights
will be explored. Strong communication skills in Arabic numerals open potential job
opportunities in finance, trade, education, translation, and international business, where
numerical precision and clear communication are essential.

At the end of this section, you will be able to:

*  Count the number of students in class to see its percentage to the total number of student
population of the school.

» Use tape measurements to calculate distances of classroom walls, as well as the learners’
heights in class and strike the average.

*  Tell how much you buy food, cloth, learning materials and electronics.
* Apply questions as a strategy to seek clarity of a statement.

* Employ rhetorical questions to show surprise or wonder about an opposing statement or
view.

» Tell the distance between your house to the school, market, shopping center, or city center.

*  Tell your weight, that of people you know, or items you use.

Key Ideas

+  Arabic Numerals and Numbers 4z .21 a8 3 serve as the numerical system in Arabic used
for counting, calculations, and representing quantities.

+ Distance 4éluall
The distance is the length of the space between two points.
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*  The weight ¢Js" is the heaviness of a person or thing.
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Arabic Numerals and Number of Items

Mastering Arabic numbers and counting is essential for language learning, as numbers are
used to count items, and measure weight, and distance. This lesson will enable you to use
simple numerical language to describe objects and possessions in brief oral statements. You
will also build on previous lessons where you learnt to count from 1 to 100. However, this
lesson will focus on developing foundational counting skills in Arabic without emphasising
grammatical rules.

Ten basic symbols of Arabic

' (Jém)—Zero
\ (h\))_One
Y (OUS\)—TWO v 1 b ¢ i Y

v \ ‘Y AR \ e A
¥ (4330) — Three - - .

. Y ¥ir YA VY " Vo
¢ (422))) — Four ik

.. YA 4 ™ Yo Yt A Yy
© (4sad) —Five

Y. S0,

T (%) - Six -
\ (:*4'-‘“) — Seven
A (Ald) - Eight

q (w) — Nine
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Position of Digits

The above symbols are used to form any number by combining them according to their
respective place values. In the Arabic system, the position of each digit in a number
determines its value. For example:

YY1 (seven hundred twenty-six) - In this number, V represents seven hundred, ¥ represents
two tens, and 1 represents six ones.

Arabic numerals are written from left to right, just like English numerals, but ones are read
before tens, e.g. (O e 5 Ahu g Vlaran)

When reading the numbers on the items below, you look at the name of the item 41 3 it has
4 at the end, meaning numbers 1&2 will have (a5 ) at the end of the number when
written in words or read. But numbers from 3-10 will not have 3/4 at the end of the numeral.
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Activity 3.1

Counting in Arabic

1. a. Listen to the audios carefully, then repeat the numbers while focusing on the
table: (clip 3.1a) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PiwfIRr8K58&t=64s &
(clip 3.1aa)

>

Arabic Numbers 1-20
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b. Count your sitting arrangement number in the class, then double the number
and share it with your partner.

c. Join your friends e.g. (zure ¢330, Aisha &&is and Kofi ‘;535) and engage
in the ludo game (25l 432):

d. Collaborate with your partner and watch

Take turn to roll the dice (353) twice

and tell your friends the numbers
obtained in Arabic.

Add the two numbers and tell the total

in Arabic.

3
Repeat the activity to observe who had ||| M= | | PESESY |« |

the highest and the lowest numbers.
Take turns to read the totals for all

participants

H B
10 = ae
a2 LE-Nea

the video (clip 3.1a) https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=PiwfIRr8K58&t=64s, then do the following activities on

numbers.
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e. Collaborate with your friends and do the following activities on question-
answer: (clip 3.1b)

>
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2. Pair up with a friend and listen to the audio while you engage in the following
activities: (clip 3.1¢c)
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3. Pair up with your friend and listen to the audio while do the following activities:
(clip 3.1d)
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4. With the aid of an example, have a dialogue with your partner on each of the
following 6 pictures with clocks: (clip 3.1e)
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a. Complete the table to write the numbers of the following items in their

symbols.
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Arabic Numerals and Prices

Talking about monetary values and prices in Arabic is an important part of everyday com-
munication. Price refers to the amount of money required to purchase a good or service. It is
the value that is placed on a product by the seller. Prices or monetary values follow the same
word order as in counting.

In Arabic, when discussing prices, the structure follows a similar pattern to counting. For
example, to say “This costs five Ghana Cedis,” you would say, “gam Ule dued alSH 138 ” When
talking about monetary values, the numeral comes first, followed by the currency. Learning to
ask questions such as “?13» < (How much is this?) and answering with sentences like “—slS,
s Lle 3 ,4e” (Tt costs ten Ghana Cedis) helps you navigate markets and everyday transac-
tions. Practice is reinforced by using real-life scenarios, such as shopping role plays, where

you practice asking about and discussing prices.
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Activity 3.2

Shopping and Pricing — il (33

1. Collaborate with your friends to listen to the audio while reading the three
dialogues: (clip 3.2 a)
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Dialogue 3

a. After listening and reading the above three dialogues, engage in the
following activities and ask your friends to help you in assessing the work:

e Mark (v') the strange word in each line:

A =
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* Fill the empty spaces with the appropriate (Ut <2_5): (clip 3.2b)
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* Use each currency to form a sentence as in the example: (clip 3.2¢)

>

Note: Use the (Ghs -2 Ul ) instead of Riyal:
(Ghs ) YU, (s &slhaal) 1l
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* Engage with a friend in a dialogue as in the example: (clip 3.2d)

(change the currency to Ghs — i L&)
dL‘.LigN..S ¢ w-g}e‘)l}é" Jald

ﬁ'il b
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* Engage with a friend in a dialogue as in the example (clip 3.2¢)

(change the currency to Ghs — s Ul)
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2. Watch the video clip (clip 3.2i) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_jO-
IbV1ohM, then create a dialogue on the following picture (a scenario between a

buyer and a seller)

3. Watch the video clip (clip 3.2j) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_jO-
IbV1ohM, then create a dialogue on the following picture (a scenario between a
buyer and a seller)

e
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4. Collaborate with your friends and read the following passage, then answer the
questions: (clip 3.2f) (change the currency to Ghs — i Ul),
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5. Collaborate with your friends and read the following passage, then answer the
questions: (clip 3.2g) (change the currency to Ghs — s UlS),

>
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6. Collaborate with your friends and read the following passage, then answer the
questions (clip 3.2h) (change the currency to Ghs — ¢ US),
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7. After you have practised the marketing dialogues above, prepare yourself to
roleplay a market with customers and sellers making deals. Choose your role
and act it out without a script. If you feel confident enough, use rhetorical
questions in your dialogue. Sentence openers are allowed on flashcards if you

need them.
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Numeracy, Calculation and Measurement

In this lesson, you will be introduced to the concepts of length, height, and weight through
real-life examples, which will help you build a foundational understanding of these
measurements. You will compare, describe, and solve practical problems using terms like
"long," "short," "tall," "longer," "shorter," and "taller," while measuring lengths and heights
with tools such as a tape or ruler. For weight, you will also engage in comparisons using
terms like "heavy," "light," "heavier than" and "lighter than" to solve practical problems.
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Fig 3.2

Key concepts of measurement, include length, height, and weight. Real-life examples such
as measuring the height of a person (“fll sh o) or the length of a table (“faall J sk 2S7)
provide practical applications. You use descriptive terms like “Js k™ (long), “_»<=® (short),
“Ue Jskl” (longer than), and “c» <" (shorter than) to compare objects. Measuring tools
such as rulers or tapes are introduced for more precise measurement activities. Practical
exercises include comparing the heights or lengths of various objects, helping you solidify
your grasp of everyday measurement vocabulary.
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Activity 3.3

Distance 43.ua —Height dad/ sh

1. Collaborate with your friends and watch the video (clip 3.3a) https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=5X-GHEh-14w&t=491s, then do the following activities

on distance:
» Take a turn emulating a section in the clip you have watched, focusing on
the correct pronunciation of Arabic numbers.

* Use a tape measure to measure one side of the class/room, then write the
measurement on the board and read it aloud to your friends.

a. Walk with your group around the school and take a rough estimate of the
distance between 2 school facilities of your choice in 10 minutes. Then,
accurately measure that distance using a measuring device and compare
your two answers. All your numbered distances must be in Arabic words.
Share your answers with the other groups and the group with the closest
two answers wins.

b. Collaborate with your friends and measure the football pitch of the school, then

use the following to create a dialogue:

| PP
pd&l) 58 cala

||0\'! To Read Fane Measure

142

114 34

US 8 ?IB

nnnnn

\\n\m\rn\m L\é 1 \g\\n‘m ‘“"5'231‘.:);‘;““ I
Ty A1
..rfm-IHH}HH HH HH HHIHH/HH HH}HH,JHIJHH HH‘lI'Ifhlfl’llI!’HH(HI‘IHJ‘I!’HHH

S8

1icm 2cm 3cm

41mm 59mm B80mm = 8cm
or 0.08m



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5X-GHEh-14w&t=491s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5X-GHEh-14w&t=491s
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2. Collaborate with your friends and listen to (clip 3.3¢), then do the following

activities:

>

+ Take turns emulating what is said in the clip, focusing on correct
pronunciation.

L dky A

UPPER EAST
(BOLGATANGA)

HORTH EAST
(MALERIGL)

SAVANNAH REGION
(DAMANGO)

om
BONO EAST (DAMBAI)

(TECHIMAMN)

WESTERN NMORTH
{SEFWI WIAWSO)

GREATER AC
[ACCRA)

CENTRAL
[CAPE COAST)
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DU 4 geks (ghiia |
Region - Capital daalal) - dikial) a
Greater Accra region - Accra ) ST - gabaall dsbaiall | ]
Northern region - Tamale e - Al ikl | 2
Ashanti region — Kumasi le € - ulil dshie | 3
Volta region — Ho s UWgishia | 4
Central region — Cape Coast G € S — Gl ddhid) |5
Upper East region — Bolga Ll gy — 48, Ul ddlaidl) | 6
Bono East region — Techiman Olapdii - 48 )il 5350 dikia | 7
Oti region — Dambai sl - il ikt | 8
Eastern region — Koforidua |58 sS — 48,8l dakid) | 9
Savana region — Damango ilely — Uil dakia | 10
Ahafo region - Goaso st — silaldikia | 1]
Upper East region — Wa s — sl Llal) dslaidl | 12
North East region - Nalerigu - a8 yal) Adled)) dskasall | 13
saa
Bono region — Sunyani S — gigddhia | 14
Western North region. — Adledll 4y ) dabaidl |15
by (5 s
Western Region - Takoradi I sSE — Ay yall ddhidll | 16

» Using the Ghana map and the above list, create a dialogue with your friends

using the example: (clip 3.3d)
o s
S laig ST G ALl oS 1] Qi
ApS YVO) ) s b8 ¢ gran g duad g ik Alaig | ST (e 12 il
Tl y sailaly (s Al oS 0] s

Use this clip (clip 3.3dd) to complete the dialogue.

>
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S e, S e O ALl o801 il

BS ) e a 2 s
S e IS O Adlall oS 01 Qs

P Y 2 il
G eeirerennenns 9 e O Al oL 01 Qlla

CCR YO 2 s
L SR S e O Al L0 1 Qlla

G YO 2
L SR S e O Al oL 01 Qlla

I Y 2 il
L S 9 e O Al oL 0] Qlla

N Y 2 il
L IO S eeereeeeereens O Al L0 1 Qlla

CCR YO 2
S e, S e O ALl 801 il

BS ) e en 2 Qs
S e IS O Adlall oS0 Qs

P Y 2 il

3. Collaborate with your friends and watch the video (clip 3.3e) https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=5X-GHEh-14w&t=491s, then do the following activities
on height:

* Take a turn emulating a section in the clip you have watched, focusing on
the correct pronunciation of Arabic numbers.

+ Take turns measuring your friend’s height, then write the measurement on
the board and read aloud to your friends.

* Create a dialogue with your friends using the example:

s 05
s

PRI TR AL

f

Rl
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Ja: (clip 3.3f)

0 fell gh iy S 11 il

.(5) ol dusad gk 12 il
el sl gl o< 1]

(4) oo Ssh 2 Gl
0ll sl il oS 1] il

(8) ceeeeeeeeeeeee et Ssb 2 Al
el aly oS 11 il

(3) oot sh 2 il
fallsha gl oS 1] s

(6) oo Ssh 2
fell sl gl oS 1] il

(7) oo sk 2 Qlla

Numeracy, Measurement and Weight

You encounter weight measurement in everyday activities, such as during health check-ups.
Unlike length and size, weight isn’t directly visible and must be measured through tangible
objects. Understanding weight and its measurement in Arabic is crucial for enhancing your
communicative competence.

How To Read Tape Measure
| &L
Iy

e g
O Db umena &G sy & O 40

A e
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In Arabic, you will describe and compare weights using terms like “J: (heavy), “—dd”
(light), “c= J&” (heavier than), and “c» <3al” (lighter than). For example, you might
be asked to describe the weight of items like a bag of rice or a watermelon. Through
tangible exercises, such as weighing objects or role-playing at a market, you practice both
measurement and related communication skills. Activities that involve real objects help you
connect the abstract concept of weight to everyday scenarios, boosting your communicative
competence.

Activity 3.4

Weight — &350

S 4add Ja ) i O jeal) 358 Jika Nl (358 &l g pad
Y ad)

1. Join your friends to watch the video then engage in the activities below (clip
3.4a) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=odgvJoXz1rM&t=6s:

a. Weigh yourself using the scale and record the number in Arabic words.
Then, sum up the weights of all your group members and write the amount
in only the Arabic number. (remember to respect all members and treat
everyone equally).

b. Members take turn to tell their weights aloud using the following example:
(clip 3.4b)

>

e LS (V) Ui (S5 - ol e SLS (10) Gsin g dad (S5 —pl )2 SIS (00) el (S5
* Members of each group, together, read their total weighed number aloud,
example: ple LS (VV0) Gpaili g duad g il = 1o T 040 0 L))

* Compare the total numbers of the groups and place the weights in order
between lightest and heaviest. (J&i ¢ «Jadl «ais)

fh =«
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=03l e ganall =058 | A de saall =03l Ao senall
ol g sl Al ol g sl ol e sl s
J¥) allal) Jo¥ cllal) o | JaY ity
() alUal) () Calldal) o | A calldal)
Gallil) alUal) Callil) alal) e | Gl Qllal)

2. Create a dialogue with your friends using the example: (clip 3.4c) @
S Qs?
%) aa D g 1 gt JaLS

feli}y aS 11 il e
(0+) plBlS Qgmad (A5 :2 il

felijy a8 ] Qlla
T T s 2
felijy a8 ] Qs
R Y s 12 ik
felijy a8 1] Qs
) N o2 il
felijy a8 1] Qlla
A T s 12
felijy o8] Qs
2 Y s 12 ik

3. Create a dialogue with your friends using the example between Kofi and Aisha:
(clip 3.4e)

a3 r o gl 1 el J303

fh =«
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sl

ik 1 s

Shay 3 s ddile

Tk 5 DS a8 18 68

sl (e JLs] A3 (7)) af sAdile

3233 Gl 1] (B)
ahlds 3 i 12 (3)llda
T i S oS 1] ()l
(V) 2l 2 ()

L3l Gl 1] (3)lda
Lealay )i 22 (3) il
fu 5 AS oS 1] (3) Al
(£) 2l 2 ()l

L3 Gl 1] (B)llda
Sals )i 22 (5l
fa 3OS S ] (B) s
(©) 2l 2 ()l

3033 Gl 1] (B)lla
Al oy i 12 (5) s,
fu 5 A L] (3)la
(V) 2,0 2 ()l

1. Collaborate with your friends to watch the video (clip 3.4d) https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=NZMKqbxExwQ&t=102s, then engage in the following
activities:

a. Write down the difficult words in the above clip and guess the meanings.

A &
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b. Collaborate with your friends and search for the meanings of the difficult
words online or in a 538 / adxs

c. Distinguish/ % between nouns and verbs in the clip.

d. Use each of the following words to form complete sentences/ (b2 Jos):

(= 8 — Ol el — 355 a2 — 555 — i — alalada — o — il 50l — 481 — AN — (55
el flad — cy 3l - Gy AEE - A LA laall))

Extended Reading

Hammond, M. (2018). A Dictionary of Arabic Literary Terms and Devices Oxford Quick
Reference. OUP Oxford. ISBN: 0192515306, 9780192515308.

Hari A. (2019. Al Qira’ah (Fahmu al-Nushuuh al - Lughawiyah). UMM P. ress, ISBN 9797964019,
9789797964016

KHALIFA K. (2019). El-Arabiyyetu Li’t-Tevasul (iletisim Icin Arapca ). Akdem Yayinlari,
ISBN: 6258439063, 9786258439069.

(Touri Language Learning), (2019). Conversational Arabic Dialogues: 50 Arabic Conversations
and Short Stories, (Volume 1 of Conversational Arabic Dual Language Books). Touri Language
Learning. ISBN: 1090146833, 9781090146830.

Wehr, H, Cowan, J (2020). A Dictionary of Modern Written Arabic. www.bnpublishing.com,
ISBN: 1777257328, 9781777257323.
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Review Questions

1. During your activities on counting in Arabic, what strategies did you and your
friends find most effective for learning Arabic numbers?

2. Reflecting on your experience, how did practising counting in Arabic with your
friends enhance your understanding and fluency in the language?

3. Reflecting on your experience with your friends while listening to the audio and
reading the dialogues on buying and selling in Arabic, what new vocabulary related
to pricing did you encounter and how did you and your friends support each other
in understanding its meaning?

4. Considering your collaborative engagement with your friends while practising
pricing and weighing dialogues in Arabic, how did discussing and practical
scenarios of buying and selling contribute to your overall language proficiency
and cultural understanding?

5. Reflecting on your contribution to the market roleplay, how did having a non-
scripted conversation with your peers enhance your confidence and skill in Arabic
communication and dialogue?

6. How did the inclusion of mathematical skills strengthen your ability to deal with
Arabic numbers and numerals?

A &




Answers to Review Questions

1. We found that repetition was key to mastering Arabic numbers. We practised
counting aloud together, wrote down numbers repeatedly, and quizzed each other
to reinforce our memory. Additionally, associating each number with visual cues
or real-life objects helped us remember them more easily.

2. By practising dialogues on numbers, and reciting sequences, we became more
confident in using them naturally in conversation. Moreover, discussing different
counting techniques and helping each other with pronunciation errors allowed us
to support each other’s learning and build a stronger sense of friendliness.

3. We came across various new Arabic vocabulary related to pricing, such as fus )/
&g (prices), ga05 (currency), and e ax3¢ (high price), and many more. To
support each other in understanding these terms, we listened attentively to the
audio, discussed unfamiliar words together, and shared our interpretations based
on context clues. Additionally, we used online dictionaries and language resources
to clarify any uncertainties and ensure accurate comprehension.

4. Engaging in pricing and weighing dialogues with my friends helped us to improve
on commercial interactions in Arabic. By discussing and practising scenarios of
buying and selling, we learned how to negotiate prices, inquire about discounts,
and express preferences in Arabic.

5. Having a non-scripted roleplay of a market helped us make our own decisions on
what to say next, hence improving not only our oral speech of prices and numbers
but also our understanding of the structure of conversation in Arabic which includes
numbers.

6. Dealing with mathematical procedures helped us be more familiar with answering
problems we deal with day to day in Arabic, such as measuring distances and
heights and weighing objects.
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