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Aesthetics and Criticism
Making Judgements

INTRODUCTION

Do you remember the discussions in the previous section about how the world around 
us can be perceived through our natural senses? How did you use that information? 
In this section, we will take the conversation further by focusing on how these sensory 
functions can help us not only to perceive but also to appreciate artworks in the 
world around us. The section will also help you to develop effective visual analytical 
competences in perceiving beauty in your environment and world around you. The 
section will also help equip you to make reasonable artistic interpretations and 
judgements. These skills are vital in our everyday life, helping you to see good in people 
and acknowledge what they do positively.

KEY IDEAS

Here are some key ideas to learn from this section.
1. Contextual understanding is crucial for fully appreciating the meaning and intent behind 

a work of art.
2. Art is subjective and open to individual interpretation.
3. Open-mindedness and curiosity are essential for developing a deeper understanding and 

appreciation of art.
4. Discussion and sharing perspectives with others can enhance our understanding and 

appreciation of art.
5. Art appreciation and interpretation focuses on positive analyses and description of 

artworks.
6. Learning to appreciate artworks deepens our ability to see good in people and what they 

do.

STEPS TO WRITING APPRECIATION AND 
INTERPRETATION OF ARTWORKS
This content area will help you to gain competencies and skills in appreciating artworks 
and the environment around you. Before that, let us gain an understanding of the 
concept of art appreciation and interpretation.
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Understanding the concept of Appreciation
The concept of appreciation involves recognising the value or importance of a subject 
by taking time to understand it better. It involves looking beyond the surface and 
understanding the effort, meaning, or emotions behind what you see, hear, or experience.

For example, appreciating a painting is not just about noticing the colours, but also 
thinking about what the artist is trying to express, the emotions the painting makes 
you feel, and the details that make it unique. In the same way, appreciating a friend’s 
help is not just saying “thank you,” but understanding the time and effort they put in 
to assist you. So, appreciation helps us to understand things on a deeper level, making 
us more aware of their true significance.

In art, appreciation is expressed by actively engaging with the artwork and acknowledging 
its value, meaning, and impact. This can be done in several ways such as:

1. Observation: Taking time to study the details of the artwork, its colours, 
textures, shapes, and composition. This involves looking beyond the obvious 
and noticing recognising the subtleties that make the piece special.

2. Emotional Response: Recognising and reflecting on the emotions the artwork 
evokes. Whether it brings joy, sadness, curiosity, or wonder, acknowledging 
these feelings is part of appreciation.

3. Contextual Understanding: Learning about the artist’s background, the 
historical period, and the cultural context in which the artwork was created. 
This helps in understanding the influences and intentions behind the piece.

4. Interpretation: Forming an interpretation of what the artwork means or 
represents. This can involve exploring symbols, themes, and messages conveyed 
through the artwork and considering how these elements contribute to its 
overall meaning.

5. Critical Analysis: Evaluating the technical aspects of the artwork, such as its 
use of materials, techniques, and craftsmanship. This includes assessing how 
these elements contribute to the overall effectiveness of the piece.

6. Personal Reflection: Relating the artwork to your own experiences, beliefs, 
or ideas. This personal connection can deepen your appreciation and provide a 
unique perspective on the work.

7. Discussion: Engaging in conversations with others about the artwork. Sharing 
thoughts and listening to different viewpoints can enhance your understanding 
and appreciation of the piece.

8. Documentation: Keeping a record of your observations, interpretations, and 
feelings about the artwork. This can help you track your own progression in art 
appreciation and provide a reference for future discussions or studies.
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What Does It Mean to Interpret Artworks?
To interpret an artwork you should try to look beyond the purely visual context and 
try to understand the message, meaning, or emotions that the artist is trying to convey 
through the imagery. It is like reading between the lines of a book, but with images, 
colours, shapes, and materials. When we interpret art, we ask questions like, “What 
is the artist trying to tell us?” or “What do the colours and shapes mean?” Personal 
interpretations and reactions to artworks will differ from person to person based on 
their own experiences and feelings. So, interpreting art is a way of connecting with the 
artist and discovering deeper meanings behind the artwork.

What is the Relevance of Art Appreciation?
Art appreciation is important because it helps us understand and value the creativity 
and expression found in artworks. By appreciating art, we learn about different cultures, 
ideas, and histories. It allows us to see the world from different perspectives and opens 
our minds to new ideas. Art appreciation also teaches us to think critically and observe 
details that we might otherwise miss. For example, when we appreciate a painting, we 
start noticing the use of colour, texture, and composition, and we understand why the 
artist made certain choices. Art appreciation is also enjoyable. It can inspire us, make 
us feel emotions, and give us a break from everyday life. To sum up, appreciating art 
helps us to become more aware of the world around us and helps us understand the 
many ways people express themselves creatively.

Writing Appreciation
Writing appreciation is just like writing an essay or an article. Generally, we go through 
various stages and put together our ideas through the written word. In this lesson, 
we shall go through similar stages for recording our observations that will help us to 
write an appreciation about things or artworks we see in the environment physically or 
virtually. These stages include:

• Stage 1: Making notes: It is important to write your raw ideas down in points 
or short notes when you want to write any essay.

• Stage 2: Organising notes: After writing your points or short notes, there is 
a need to reorganise the ideas. Identify the points you want to talk about first, 
followed by the next idea in a pleasing sequence of your choice.

• Stage 3: Preparing a preliminary outline: The next is to prepare your writing 
outline. For example, your outline may include, introduction, main body 
(discussion of core ideas or issues), conclusion etc.

• Stage 4: Writing draft, outlining draft: After preparing your outline, the next 
is to follow the outline to write your first draft. Use a formal language and terms 
related to your field or the subject in writing the draft. Be sure to proof-read the 
draft to make necessary corrections and finalise the draft.
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STEPS TO WRITING APPRECIATION AND 
INTERPRETATIONS OF ARTWORKS
To make your appreciation write-up interesting, you have to apply the essay writing 
stages. So, now that you have knowledge about the stages required to write an 
essay or article, it is time to learn about the various steps to follow when writing art 
appreciation. For the purposes of simplicity, we shall focus on four basic steps in writing 
art appreciation. These steps include:

1. Critically observing or looking at the artwork and making notes.

2. Describing the work in detail by satisfying thought-provoking questions.

3. Analysing the content, components, elements, and forms found in the work.

4. Making sound and in-depth interpretations of the work.

In each of the steps, there are critical components that provide specific guidance on the 
type of information to write about when appreciating an artwork.

For this lesson, we shall focus on the details in Steps 1 and 2. Our next lesson will then 
focus on Steps 3 and 4 with a sample appreciation write-up to help you understand and 
acquire the skills of writing effective appreciation of artworks.

Details of what to observe and write in STEP 1
In this step, you need to carefully observe the artwork and take note of important 
details. This will help you understand the artist’s intentions and the message behind 
the work. Here is what you should focus on:

1. The Form of the Work: Look at the overall shape and structure of the artwork. 
Is it a painting, a sculpture, or something else? Notice how the different parts 
are arranged. For example, in a painting, pay attention to the composition—
how the objects or figures are placed on the canvas. Is it balanced, or does one 
side have more emphasis?

2. Elements and Principles of Design: Examine the basic building blocks of the 
artwork. Look for elements of art like colour, line, shape, texture, and space. 
Notice how the artist uses these elements to create the artwork. Also, consider 
the principles of design like balance, contrast, emphasis, rhythm, and unity. 
How do these principles organise the elements to create a cohesive piece?

3. The Context of the Work: Think about the background of the artwork. 
Where and when was it made? What was happening in society at that time? 
Understanding the historical or cultural context can give you clues about why 
the artist created the work and what they were trying to express.

4. The Subject Matter: Identify what the artwork is about. What is the main 
focus? Is it a person, a scene, or something abstract? Think about what the 
subject matter represents and how it might relate to the artist’s message.
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5. Artistic Choices: Observe the specific decisions the artist made, like the 
use of colour, perspective, and technique. Why do you think the artist chose 
these methods? How do these choices affect the overall mood or meaning of 
the artwork?

Details of what to observe and write under STEP 2
In this step, we need to look closer at the artwork and think deeply about what we see. 
This step is like being a detective, where we observe and describe the important details.

First, we ask, “What elements of art and design are used in the work?” We 
should notice the colours, lines, shapes, and textures that the artist used. For example, 
are the colours bright or dull? Are the lines straight or curvy? These elements help us 
understand how the artist created the artwork and what mood or feeling they want 
to show.

Next, we consider, “What is the subject or context of the artwork?” This means we 
look at what is happening in the artwork. Is it showing a person, a place, or an event? 
We should also think about where and when the artwork was made. This helps us 
understand why the artist chose this subject and what it might mean.

Then, we ask, “What themes and ideas are explored or represented in the work?” 
Taking a step back, we can see the broader view. What major themes does the artwork 
address? Love, war, peace, etc. We may learn more about the artist’s intended reaction 
to the piece of art by examining its topic.

Finally, we ask, “What message or concept is the artist trying to convey?” The 
meaning or backstory of the artwork is what this is all about. Tell me what you think 
the artist is attempting to convey. Is there a deeper significance or lesson here?

When we get this, we are able to have a stronger emotional connection to the artwork. 
Responses to these questions will allow us to compose an in-depth analysis of the 
artwork, demonstrating not just visual understanding but also an awareness of its 
symbolic significance.

Activity 5.1: Understanding Appreciation and Interpretation

Gain knowledge and understanding of Art appreciation and interpretation by 
performing the following learning tasks. You can do this independently or with a 
group of your peers at home or at school.

1. Find the meaning of the words “appreciation” and “interpretation” from a 
dictionary (online or offline material).

2. Search for the concept of art appreciation and compare it to the word 
“appreciation” and “interpretation” as described in this learning material 
(online or offline material).
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3. Search to identify and critically analyse the relevance of art appreciation 
interpretation (online or offline material).

4. Identify and analyse aspects of our everyday life in which the concept of 
appreciation can be applied to increase productivity.

5. Write down your findings as learning notes for and share with your peers in 
class for their comments.

Use the feedback from the discussion to improve your write-up and file in your 
manual or digital portfolios.

Activity 5.2: Observing and writing appreciation about artworks (STEPS  
1&2)

You can develop skills and competencies to critically observe artworks and write 
effective appreciation about them by following the suggested learning tasks below.

You can do this independently or with a group of your peers at home or at 
school. Do the following:

In Step 1,

1. Select any artwork of your choice (it can be real or photograph)

2. Critically observe the nature of the work and identify the things you see in 
them.

3. List through writing down all the components or items, features, an/or 
elements and forms observed in the work.

In step 2,

1. Critically observe the items, components, features, etc. that you have listed 
again focusing on their characteristics.

2. Write detailed descriptions of the features, items, components, etc. as you 
critically observe them.

3. In writing the descriptions, ensure to compare the components or items in the 
work to enhance the quality of your draft.

NB: Use the content under the heading “Details of what to observe and write 
under STEPs 1&2” as a guide to know what to observe and write about.

ELEMENTS OF ARTISTIC FORM AND CONTENT
This content area provides a continuation of the skills and competencies you need to 
critically observe and write appreciation about works of art and things of interest. In 
the previous lesson, you learned about two of the four steps that serve as guidelines for 
writing a good art appreciation. Now, let us focus on steps 3 and 4.
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Details of what to observe and write under STEP 3
In this step, we need to focus on understanding the artistic content, components, 
elements, and forms found in the artwork. Let’s break it down into key parts to help us 
appreciate the artwork more deeply.

Elements of Artistic Form: Artistic form refers to how the artwork is structured and 
organised. This includes the arrangement of shapes, lines, and colours. For example, 
if an artwork uses many circles and curved lines, it might create a sense of movement 
or flow. On the other hand, sharp angles and straight lines could suggest stability 
or tension.

Medium and Techniques: The medium is the exact thing that was used to make the 
art, like clay, paint, or wood. Techniques are the ways that an artist uses the medium 
for drawing. During the painting process, different techniques like brushstrokes can 
create different textures, including both smooth and rough ones, which improve the 
overall look of the piece.

Visual Elements: These consist of space, texture, colour, line, and shape. The general 
look of the artwork is produced by the interaction of these elements. For instance, 
bright colours might give the artwork an energetic sense, yet colours that are darker 
can convey a more sombre atmosphere.

Style and Aesthetics: Style has to do with how an artist creates their work and how it 
might be characterised for example is it figurative or abstract. Aesthetics concerns the 
appreciation of the beauty or good taste in an artwork.

Spatial Relationship: This is the arrangement of objects and individuals in the 
artwork in relation to one another. Specifically, are they in close proximity or some 
distance apart? This can create a sense of depth or flatness or tension.

Elements of Content: This is about what the artwork appears to communicate. It 
includes the subject matter, like objects or people or places, and the perceived message 
or meaning behind the work. What idea or story does the artist want to share?

You can better understand and appreciate how rich and complicated an artwork is by 
following these aspects.

Details of what to observe and write under STEP 4
This step is where we look more closely at the piece of art and try to figure out what it 
means by examining both its form and the concepts it holds. This step is very important 
because it requires you to do more than just look at the artwork. You have to think 
about it and make connections to your own life, culture, and what you have learnt. 
When making in-depth interpretations of an artworks it is important to consider the 
artistic form, elements, and conceptual content of the artwork.

Artistic form and elements: Line, shape, colour, and arrangement are some of the 
artistic elements and principles that an artist uses in their work. Now is the time to 
think about how these parts work together to send a certain message or mood. To give 
you an example, do bright colours make the art feel lively and happy, or do dark colours 
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make it feel sad and serious? You should also think about what the art is showing or 
expressing. What role do the artist’s styles play in expressing this? Look at both the 
shape and the meaning of the art to start to see how the artist’s choices affect how we 
understand it.

Conceptual Content: Conceptual content is what the art expresses in terms of 
thoughts and themes. Now you need to think about what the artist might be trying to 
say. What does the piece of art have to do with your life, society, or history? How does 
the art show national views or values, for instance, if it’s about a traditional ceremony? 
Think about what the artist is trying to say about society, identity, or human feelings 
by comparing the art to your own life. You can make the reading more relevant if you 
link the art to bigger ideas and your own point of view.

In conclusion, step 4 is where you learn more about the art and use your own knowledge 
and experiences to figure out what it all means.

At this point, I believe you have learned important points about art appreciation and 
interpretation. What can you do with this knowledge? What are some of the things 
you can write an appreciation about in your environment or from the internet or 
social media?

ART CRITICISM AND EVALUATION
Art Criticism
Art criticism is the process of analysing, interpreting, and judging a work of art. It 
helps us to better understand and appreciate art by breaking down its various elements 
and considering what the artist might be trying to communicate. Art criticism is not 
just about pointing out what is “good” or “bad” in a piece of art; it is a way of engaging 
with art on a deeper level and thinking critically about what we see.

There are four main steps in art criticism, often referred to as the Feldman Model of 
art criticism. These steps are description, analysis, interpretation, and judgement. 
These steps are similar to that of appreciation except for the last step, judgement. Now, 
let us look at each step in detail.

1. Description: The first step in art criticism is to describe what you see in the 
artwork. This might seem simple, but it is an important step because it helps you 
to focus on the details of the work. In this step, you should look at the artwork 
carefully and describe it as objectively as possible. This means you should avoid 
giving your opinion at this stage and simply state the facts.
For example, you might describe the colours, shapes, lines, and textures you 
see. You could also describe the subject matter, such as the objects, figures, or 
scenery depicted in the artwork. It’s important to be thorough in your description 
because this step lays the foundation for the rest of your art criticism.
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2. Analysis: After describing the artwork, the next step is to analyse how the 
elements of art and principles of design are used. In this step, you start to think 
about how the artist arranged the different parts of the artwork and why they 
might have made those choices.

For example, you could analyse how the artist used colour to create a mood 
or how they used lines to direct the viewer’s attention to certain parts of the 
artwork. You might also look at how the artist used balance, contrast, or 
emphasis to create a certain effect. The goal of this step is to understand the 
structure of the artwork and how the different elements work together to create 
a unified whole.

3. Interpretation: Interpretation is the step where you start to think about the 
meaning or message of the artwork. In this step, you ask yourself questions 
like, “What is the artist trying to say?” or “What emotions or ideas is the artist 
trying to express?” This step is often the most subjective because it involves your 
personal response to the artwork. However, your interpretation should be based 
on your description and analysis from the previous steps.

For example, if you described a painting that uses dark colours and jagged lines, 
you might interpret the artwork as expressing feelings of anger or sadness. 
Alternatively, if the artwork features bright colours and flowing shapes, you 
might interpret it as joyful or peaceful. It’s important to remember that there is 
no one “correct” interpretation of an artwork. Different people might interpret 
the same artwork in different ways, and that’s okay. What’s important is that you 
can explain and support your interpretation with evidence from the artwork.

4. Judgement: The final step in art criticism is to make a judgement about the 
artwork. This is where you decide whether you think the artwork is successful 
or not. However, this is not just about saying whether you “like” or “dislike” the 
artwork. Instead, you should consider whether the artist achieved their goals 
and whether the artwork effectively communicates its message or meaning.

In this step, you might ask yourself questions like, “Did the artist use the elements 
of art and principles of design effectively?” or “Does the artwork make me think or 
feel something?” Your judgement should be based on the evidence you gathered in 
the previous steps, and you should be able to explain why you think the artwork is 
successful (or not).

Art criticism is a valuable skill because it helps us to engage with art in a thoughtful 
and meaningful way. It encourages us to look closely, think critically, and express our 
ideas clearly. By practising art criticism, we can develop a deeper appreciation for art 
and become more confident in our ability to talk about it.
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Art Evaluation
Art evaluation is a process closely related to art criticism, but it focuses more on 
assessing the quality and value of an artwork. While art criticism involves analysing 
and interpreting the artwork, art evaluation often involves making judgments about 
the artwork’s worth or significance. Art evaluation can be done by individuals, art 
critics, or institutions, and it can consider both subjective and objective factors.

When evaluating art, there are several criteria that can be considered. These criteria 
can help us to determine whether an artwork is successful, valuable, or significant. 
Here are some of the key factors in art evaluation:

1. Craftsmanship: One of the first things to consider in art evaluation is the 
craftsmanship of the artwork. Craftsmanship refers to the skill and technique 
that the artist used to create the artwork. When evaluating craftsmanship, you 
might ask questions like, “Is the artwork well-made?” or “Did the artist use the 
materials effectively?”

2. For example, if you are evaluating a sculpture, you might consider how well the 
artist worked with the material, whether it is stone, wood, or metal. You might 
also look at the level of detail and precision in the artwork. Good craftsmanship 
often indicates that the artist took care and effort in creating the artwork, which 
can contribute to its overall quality.

3. Originality: Another important factor in art evaluation is originality. Originality 
refers to how unique or innovative the artwork is. When evaluating originality, 
you might ask, “Has the artist created something new or different?” or “Does the 
artwork stand out from other works of art?”

4. Originality is important because it shows that the artist is thinking creatively and 
pushing the boundaries of what art can be. An original artwork can be exciting 
and inspiring because it offers a new perspective or a fresh way of seeing the world.

5. Emotional Impact: Art evaluation also considers the emotional impact of the 
artwork. This refers to the ability of the artwork to evoke emotions or feelings in 
the viewer. When evaluating emotional impact, you might ask, “Does the artwork 
make me feel something?” or “Is the artwork powerful or moving?”

6. An artwork that has a strong emotional impact can be very effective in 
communicating its message or meaning. It can connect with viewers on a personal 
level and leave a lasting impression.

7. Cultural and Historical Significance: In some cases, the cultural or historical 
significance of an artwork is an important factor in its evaluation. This refers to 
the artwork’s relevance to a particular culture, time period, or social issue. When 
evaluating cultural or historical significance, you might ask, “Does the artwork 
reflect the values or beliefs of a particular culture?” or “Does the artwork comment 
on important social or political issues?”
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8. An artwork with cultural or historical significance can be valuable because it 
helps us to understand the world around us. It can provide insight into different 
cultures, histories, and perspectives, making it an important part of our shared 
human experience.

9. Personal Preference: Finally, personal preference can also play a role in art 
evaluation. While this is more subjective, it is still important to consider whether 
you personally enjoy or appreciate the artwork. When evaluating personal 
preference, you might ask, “Do I like this artwork?” or “Does this artwork resonate 
with me?”

Personal preference is influenced by your own experiences, tastes, and values. 
While it is just one factor in art evaluation, it can still be important in determining 
whether an artwork is meaningful or valuable to you.
Art evaluation is a process that involves assessing the quality, value, and significance 
of an artwork. By considering factors such as craftsmanship, originality, emotional 
impact, cultural significance, and personal preference, we can make informed 
judgments about the worth of an artwork. Art evaluation helps us to recognise and 
appreciate the different qualities that make art meaningful and valuable, both to 
ourselves and to the world at large.

Sample Appreciation Write-up
Read and critically analyse the Figure 5.1 and the sample appreciation and 
interpretation write-up below. Try to identify the various components or steps as 
provided in this material and discuss with your peers.

Figure 5.1: Table to Bargain Acrylic on canvas, 43.5in x 53.5in by Ato Delaquis
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The approach used to appreciate the painting in 
Figure 5.1
Step 1: Observing the Artwork

Identifying the Form of the Work: The artwork is a vibrant and busy scene filled 
with many small figures of people arranged in a market setting. The figures are depicted 
from an aerial perspective, giving a bird’s-eye view of the entire scene. This perspective 
allows the viewer to see the layout of the market stalls and the crowd of people. The 
colours are bold and varied, creating a lively atmosphere.

Elements and Principles: The artist uses a variety of colours, focussing on bright and 
contrasting hues to draw attention to the people and stalls. The principles of repetition 
and pattern are prominent, as the market stalls and figures are arranged in a grid-
like structure. The use of space is crucial in this artwork, as the artist creates a sense 
of density and busyness through the close placement of the figures and stalls. The 
composition is balanced, despite the large number of elements, as the repetition of 
shapes and colours creates harmony.

Context and Subject Matter: The subject of the artwork appears to be a bustling 
market scene, likely set in an urban area where many people gather to buy and sell 
goods. The context may reflect everyday life in a densely populated area, showcasing 
the vibrancy and community spirit of market culture. The artist seems to be celebrating 
the communal aspects of this gathering, highlighting the energy and activity of 
the marketplace.

Artistic Choices: The artist’s choice of a high viewpoint and the grid-like arrangement 
of the figures and stalls emphasise the scale of the market, and the number of people 
involved. The use of bold colours adds to the lively atmosphere, while the repetition of 
shapes and figures helps to create a sense of unity within the chaotic scene.

Step 2: Analysing the Artwork

Elements of Art and Design: The artist employs strong use of colour, with vibrant 
pinks, purples, blues, and greens dominating the scene. The colours help differentiate 
between different people and stalls, adding variety and interest to the composition. 
Line and shape are also important, as the rectangular shapes of the stalls create a 
structured pattern within the chaos of the market.

Principles of Design: Repetition and rhythm are key principles in this work, as the 
repeating shapes of the market stalls and the small, similar figures of the people create 
a sense of continuity and movement. The composition is balanced, despite the apparent 
disorder, because of the careful arrangement of elements across the canvas. There is 
also a strong use of emphasis, with the bright colours drawing the eye to different parts 
of the market scene.

Themes and Ideas: The artwork explores themes of community, commerce, and daily 
life. The market is depicted as a central hub where people come together, emphasising 
the social and economic importance of such spaces. The artist may be trying to convey 
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the idea of unity within diversity, as the market is a place where many different 
individuals converge for a common purpose.

Step 3: Analysing the Content, Components, and Elements in the Work

The artwork presents a large, vibrant market scene viewed from above. The content 
focuses on many people interacting with each other in a busy, colourful environment. 
The artist uses various elements of art such as colour, line, and shape to create this 
dynamic scene. The colours are bright and varied, with a mix of purples, pinks, greens, 
and blues, which help to differentiate between the different people and market stalls. 
The use of repetition is strong, as the rectangular shapes of the stalls and the small, 
similar-sized human figures are repeated throughout the artwork. This creates a 
sense of rhythm and unity in the scene. The composition is well-balanced despite the 
crowded nature of the market, with the space being utilised efficiently to create a lively 
and organised atmosphere.

Step 4: Making Sound and In-depth Interpretations of the Work

In interpreting this artwork, it appears that the artist is depicting daily life and 
communal activities within a market setting. The crowded scene may symbolise the 
importance of the market as a social and economic hub where people come together 
to interact, trade, and connect. The use of vibrant colours in the painting could reflect 
the energy and vibrancy of life in this setting, while the repetitive patterns of the stalls 
and figures suggest a sense of routine and order amidst the chaos. The bird’s-eye view 
allows the viewer to see the market as a whole, emphasising the collective experience 
rather than focusing on individual stories. The artwork may be trying to convey the 
idea that the market is a vital part of the community, representing both the diversity 
and unity found in such a place.

Read and Reflect on this Final Sample Appreciation 
Write-up on Fig. 5.1
It shows a busy market which was painted from a bird’s-eye view where several people 
are coming together at the booths. For liveliness and dynamism in the scene the artist 
also used pink, purple and green among other radiant colours. The layout of the market 
is also geometric where several small rectangles symbolise the booths. In addition, the 
persons are illustrated as small models and numerous and evenly spread all over the 
area; thus, the perceived sense of a vibrant market is gained.

Those elements include colour and form where the artist uses them to provide 
an impression of repetition and a certain rhythm. Repetition of booths and people 
in the picture form a great maze-like market and by looking at the picture one has 
the impression of being in a crowded market. The lively colours also help to capture 
our attention on various sections of the market, thus helping to explain the array of 
processes happening at the same time. Despite the apparent chaos in the market, the 
artist has managed to ensure that all the items in the picture somehow fit in nicely.
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It appears that the meaning of the artwork is to represent people’s social function 
focusing on a place of the market. The market therefore transacts more than mere 
goods and services for it acts not only as a central place of business for many people 
but also as a place where business and interpersonal relations are intertwined. Bright 
colours utilised as well as a large number of people present in the context increase 
an understanding of the fact that the market plays an important role in the society. 
Through this artwork, one is able to see and feel the energy and unity which could be 
observed in various places, for example a bustling marketplace.

The artwork shows a busy market scene filled with many people and stalls. The 
artist uses bright colours like purple, pink, and green to make the scene look lively 
and energetic. The market is organised with many rectangular stalls, and the people 
are shown as small, similar figures spread throughout the scene. The repetition of 
these shapes creates a sense of rhythm and balance, making the market feel busy but 
not chaotic.

Looking closely at the artwork, it seems to show how important the market is in the 
community. The market is a place where people come together to trade, socialise, and 
connect with each other. The bright colours and organised layout suggest that the 
market is a lively and central part of daily life. The artist may be trying to show that 
even in a busy and crowded place like a market, there is a sense of order and unity 
among the people.

This artwork helps us understand the role of the market in the community. It is not 
just a place to buy and sell goods, but a place where people come together and share 
their lives. The use of colours, shapes, and repetition in the artwork highlights the 
energy and vibrancy of the market, showing how it brings people together in a positive 
and organised way.

Here is a visual representation of the art appreciation process. 
Critically reflect on it 

Figure 5.2: A visual representation of the art appreciation process.
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Activity 5.3: Observing and writing appreciation about artworks (STEPS 
3 & 4)

You can do this independently or with a group of your peers at home or at 
school.

Do the following:

In Step 3,

1. Critically analyse the content of the work focusing on areas such as form, 
medium, techniques, elements, styles, spatial relations, etc.

2. Write down your observations using appropriate artistic terms and descriptions.

3. Ensure you have not left any details out by cross-checking or reading over the 
write-up.

In step 4,

1. Critically reflect on the descriptions you gave to the content in step 3. Focus 
on connecting the content of the work to your personal experiences, cultural 
background of the artist or other socio-economic, political, religious and 
cultural contexts.

2. Expand on the analysis you made in Step 3 by interpreting the content you 
have described in detail.

3. In interpreting the content, you can make relative comparisons of the various 
components.

4. Write down the meaning or interpretations you discovered from your 
reflections on the content of the work.

After step 4,

1. Proceed to complete your draft by writing the conclusions.

2. Follow the guidelines in Activity 5.3 to try writing your own draft of art 
appreciation.

Activity 5.4: Learning to critically observe and write creatively about art-
works

You can try this alone or with your friends.

1. Carefully read and analyse the sample final appreciation write-up on Figure 
20.1 in this learning material and take note of the flow and writing style.

2. Develop a personal writing style using the guiding steps for writing appreciation 
and interpretation as presented in this learning material (e.g. introduction, 
description of the work, interpretations, conclusions, etc.)
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3. Identify any work of art of a choice in your local community.

4. Critically observe the artwork taking note of its characteristics in terms of 
shape, form, tone, texture, function, etc.

5. Use the writing style you generated to write an appreciation and interpretation 
on the selected works.

6. Proofread your write-up to ensure quality of language.

7. Use the feedback from the discussion to improve your write-up and file in 
your manual or digital portfolios.

Try this challenge

1. Take a walk around your community or a virtual tour to another community 
in any part of the world.

2. Identify things in the environment that interests you most and write an 
appreciation about them.

3. Use any AI language and grammar application (e.g., Grammarly, QuillBot, 
etc.) to improve the language quality of your write-up.

4. Upload the photograph and the appreciation write-up of the artwork or thing 
of interest onto your professional social media page.

5. Share the post with friends and follow their comments to improve your next 
posts.

Remember: Passing judgement on compositions or artworks by consciously 
evaluating them is termed Art Criticism. Therefore, the art criticism process 
begins with appreciation and ends with evaluation and passing judgements.



18

SECTION 5 ARTISTIC FORM AND CONTENT

REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. Define the term art appreciation.

2. Identify the key elements of artistic criticism.

3. List the different types of art criticism

4. Explain the role of personal interpretation in understanding a work of art.

5. Analyse how personal experiences and cultural background can influence the 
interpretation of a piece of art.

6. Search for an art critic’s report from online sources. Evaluate the effectiveness 
of the art critic’s analysis of a particular artwork.

7. Compare and contrast the different perspectives on a piece of art presented by 
two different critics

8. Explain how the historical context of a work of art can influence its 
interpretation.

9. Critically analyse the role of emotion in the appreciation of art.

10.You have been tasked to appreciate and critique an ultra-modern architecture 
and a latest SUV and present your reports to the minister of arts, culture and 
tourism. How would you achieve this task?
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ANSWERS TO REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. Sample Answer Question 1: Art appreciation is the ability to appreciate the 
beauty and value of art.

2. Sample Answer Question 2: The key elements of artistic criticism include 
analysis, interpretation, evaluation, and judgement.

3. Sample Answer Question 3: Types of art criticism include formal criticism, 
contextual criticism, and biographical criticism.

4. Sample Answer Question 4: Personal interpretation is the subjective 
process of understanding and appreciating a work of art based on one’s own 
experiences, beliefs, and values.

5. Sample Answer Question 5: Personal experiences and cultural background 
can influence the interpretation of a piece of art. For example, someone who 
has experienced war might interpret a painting of a battlefield differently than 
someone who has not.

6. Sample Answer Question 6: The effectiveness of an art critic’s analysis can 
be evaluated by considering factors such as the clarity of their arguments, the 
use of evidence, and the depth of their understanding.

7. Sample Answer Question 7: Two different critics might have different 
perspectives on a piece of art due to their individual experiences, beliefs, and 
values.

8. Sample Answer Question 8: The historical context of a work of art can 
influence its interpretation. For example, a painting created during a time 
of war might reflect the anxieties and fears of the people living through that 
period.

9. Sample Answer Question 9: Emotion plays a significant role in the 
appreciation of art. It can evoke feelings of joy, sadness, anger, or any other 
emotion.

10.Sample Answer Question 10: This can be achieved by following the 
appreciation and criticism guidelines presented in the learning material.
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EXTENDED READING
• https://youtu.be/TtqZTBiUShI

• https://youtu.be/AZoKElBwKCs
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GLOSSARY
Aesthetic The sense of beauty or taste that is expressed in 

an artwork, often related to its form, style, and 
overall appeal.

Appreciation Understanding and recognizing the value of a 
work of art by exploring its details, meaning, and 
emotional impact.

Artistic Form  The structure and organisation of an artwork, 
including the arrangement of elements like lines, 
shapes, and colours. It’s the way an artwork 
looks, which contributes to its overall meaning 
and impact.

Critical Analysis A detailed examination of an artwork, focusing 
on its formal elements (like colour, line, and 
composition) and how they contribute to its 
overall meaning. Critical analysis helps in making 
informed judgments about the quality and impact 
of an artwork.

Cultural Awareness Understanding and appreciating the cultural 
context in which an artwork was created, including 
the customs, beliefs, and values of the society.

Diversity The variety of different cultural, social, and artistic 
expressions found in the world. In art, diversity 
enriches the experience by exposing viewers to 
multiple perspectives and styles.

Emotion The feelings or mood that an artwork evokes in 
the viewer, which can be influenced by colours, 
shapes, and subject matter.

Emotional Response The feelings or emotions that an artwork evokes 
in the viewer. Emotional response is an important 
part of art appreciation, as it connects the viewer 
to the artwork on a personal level.

Engagement The process of actively interacting with and 
thinking about an artwork. Engagement involves 
observing, analysing, and discussing the artwork 
to gain a deeper understanding and appreciation.

Evaluation The judgement of the quality and effectiveness 
of an artwork, considering both its technical 
execution and its impact.

Form The overall structure of an artwork, including the 
use of lines, shapes, colours, and textures.

Interpretation The process of explaining or understanding the 
meaning of an artwork, including what the artist 
might be trying to convey.
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Narration: The telling of a story or the depiction of events in 
an artwork, often through visual elements.

Observation: The careful examination of details in an artwork, 
which helps in understanding its deeper meaning 
and significance.

Personal Connection: The individual relationship or response that 
a viewer has to an artwork, based on personal 
experiences, beliefs, and emotions.

Open-Mindedness: The willingness to consider different viewpoints 
and interpretations of an artwork. Being open-
minded allows one to appreciate diverse artistic 
expressions and gain a deeper understanding 
of art.

Positive Analyses An approach to art criticism that focuses on 
highlighting the strengths and positive aspects of 
an artwork, rather than just pointing out flaws. 
Positive analyses help in building a constructive 
understanding of art.

Reflection The process of thinking deeply about an artwork 
and considering how it connects with personal 
experiences and emotions.

Subject Matter The main idea or theme that is depicted in an 
artwork, such as a person, scene, or concept.

Subjectivity The personal interpretation and experience of 
an artwork, which can vary from one viewer 
to another. Subjectivity highlights that art can 
be understood in different ways, depending on 
individual perspectives.

Symbolism The use of symbols (objects, colours, or figures) to 
represent larger ideas or concepts in an artwork. 
Symbolism adds layers of meaning and helps 
convey complex messages in a visual form.

Visual Communication The process of conveying ideas and messages 
through visual elements like images, symbols, 
and colours, rather than words. In art, visual 
communication helps express meaning and 
engage the viewer.

Visual Elements The basic components of an artwork, such as line, 
shape, colour, texture, and form. These elements 
are the building blocks that artists use to create 
their works.
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