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Introduction

Dear Arabic learner, this section introduces you to the foundational concepts of Arabic
literature, guiding you through its general definition, the factors that influenced its
development, the various types of literature, and the social and cultural elements embedded
within these texts. Through critical reading and analysis, you will gain a deeper appreciation
for the literary heritage of the Arab world. Arabic literature is a rich and diverse tradition
that spans centuries, reflecting the cultural, social, and historical contexts of the Arab world.
From classical poetry to modern prose, Arabic literature has played a crucial role in shaping
the intellectual and cultural identity of Arab societies.

At the end of this section, you will be able to:

*  Give the general definition of Arabic literature and the factors that influenced its development.
* Identify the various types of Arabic literature and their literary functions.
* Identify the social and cultural elements in a given text (prose)

* Identify the social and cultural elements in selected lines of poetry.

Key Ideas

* Definition of Arabic Literature: Is the writing, both as prose and poetry, produced by
writers in the Arabic language. The Arabic word used for literature is Adab, which comes
from a meaning of etiquette, and which implies politeness, culture and enrichment.

* Development Influences: The key factors that have influenced the growth and evolution of
Arabic literature are historical, cultural, and social elements.

* Types of Arabic Literature: There are different forms of Arabic literature such as poetry,
prose, and drama, and each has specific literary functions.

¢ Social and Cultural Elements: The reflection of social norms, cultural values, and traditions
in Arabic literary texts, particularly in prose.

THE MEANING OF ADAB IN ARABIC

General Definition of Arabic Literature

Key Concepts: Let’s think about literature as a way to express human experiences. How
do you think Arabic literature helps in preserving 48l ; 4112
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Arabic literature preserves language and culture by safeguarding linguistic richness,
reflecting traditions, and transmitting cultural identity across generations.

- ol — BAY) o Sa —aledall ey Al By g

Anle Gl 4 sy o3 lalall e 5all) Adalad) 3 oall S cAgl

) @V ARG 3 gaaid) Jad A Y () () dene Dl oo 2ey 1 DAY 4l i

el Gl oy A 6 e

aleall s Q35aN S8 adaill ) (g 50l semnd) (3 ) o sede kel elld dayg sanladl) i

Aibalall e jaliall (bl 2DISU 5e8 ¢l &l i oo il 48y b g4 el A o) b
Aalll aslal B8 sed e siill 3 Sisall
Historical Overview: Arabic literature started long ago with poetry from

salall jaall - Y d8)) and it continues until now. Can you name a famous piece of
Arabic literature from the past or present? (clip 8.0a). https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=CnBJ5imanl8&t=16s
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Significance: Arabic literature is important for preserving the language and transmitting
the culture. 43&l Jai 5 421l laés,
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TYPES AND FUNCTIONS OF LITERATURE AND
THE EPOCHS

Factors Influencing the Development of Arabic Lit-

erature

1. Historical Factors: Think about how Yl and the Golden Age of Arabic
civilisation affected literature. What role do you think political dynasties like (<Y

Oxwlall s played in developing literature? (clip 8.0b). https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=3M5NIQLFEGw

2. Cultural Factors: Arabic literature didn’t just come from <_=l; it was also influenced
by other cultures like Persia-Iran now-, Greece, and India. During 4es 3l 4S )a how
do you think these cultures influenced Arabic literature? The answer: By enriching its
narrative styles, introducing new philosophical ideas, and contributing to its diverse
literary forms through translation and cross-cultural exchanges.

3. Social Factors: In Arab society, s/l and <lSll xea) ) were often supported by
Jiall or patrons/allies.

Types of Arabic Literature

1.  Poetry (b=d): Classical poetry like 3323l was very popular, but today we also have
ol =3l Can you explain the difference between these two types? The answer: suadll
i il 4l iy el @l sdn (e el ) jay el el Laiw (Gl R, 056l e adiad
e yiie Cilelay s,

Example of an Arabic Classic poem: by Imrul Qais (w=8l 35.4) in his (d&lxall):;

Stop, let us weep, remembering a beloved and a J3ias s (5 )S) e el L
dwelling, Jasad JAT 5 s ol L
At the Sifit valley, between Dakhool and Howmal. Leons'y Cind A 51 jiallh i
Their traces have not yet been erased by the s 52 e L

southern wind

: & Gl o) jad (oand 555
Nor by the northern wind that has woven through S il e 0n PSS

them. anaky cidalal ) guall §13
You see some remnants like a long-forgotten arm, Kals oK il s s
Stretched out as if it belonged to a worn-out horse. i s el Sl calals 30

And you see the lotuses in abundance with petals
falling,

When the morning wind has stirred

Example of sall 2&l); by cbwd) SUE ju(Badr Shakir al-Sayyab): «_hal) 53 325” (Rain Song)

e



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3M5NlQLFEGw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3M5NlQLFEGw

SECTION 8

INTRODUCTION TO ARABIC LITERATURE

Your eyes are two palm tree forests at the hour of dawn,
Or two balconies from which the moon departs.
When they smile, vines flourish

And lights dance... like moons in a river

Gently stirred by a rower’s oar at the hour of dawn
As if stars pulse deep within them...

They drown in a mist of gentle sorrow,

Like the sea spreading its hands under the evening,

The warmth of winter is in it and the trembling of
autumn,

And death and birth, and darkness and light;
And within my soul, it awakens the trembling of crying
And a wild joy that embraces the sky

Like a child’s joy when frightened by the moon!
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2. Prose (Ail): Arabic prose includes different forms uawadlls JiaY! ¢dadll/iaiall Jie,
How do you think these forms help in telling stories or conveying ideas? The answer:
Bas (e ) A e s de site JSL i DA (e JISEY) i35 ) 3 s b A 50l LUK 6 ) il aalas
gl sall 2 ke Jis 3l
Example of Arabic Classic Prose:1. Islamic prose, by Abu Bakr al-Siddiq ()S s
Geaall), the first Caliph after the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him):

Ol aS s cad oSle Euly o (il L
Gaall (g8 Al () 5 ¢ A sield il
e (5 oS Gl 5 ALA LIS 5 il
S s 5 el ol ) i e g
YA el ) 4de Ball 34T s gaie Camia
(JAL A ago pia V) A Jis B gl B ey
oSl A agee VI a8 8 Adaldl) aus Vg
A Cuac 13 A gy g dl) Cadal L 5 gandal
SaSle VieUs b4l a5

“O people, I have been appointed over you,
though I am not the best among you. If I do
well, help me; and if I do wrong, correct me.
Truthfulness is a trust, and lying is treachery.
The weak among you are strong in my
sight until I return their rights to them, God
willing, and the strong among you are weak
in my sight until I take the rights from them,
God willing. No people abandon jihad in the
path of Allah but that Allah subjects them to
humiliation, and no people spread immorality
among them except that Allah envelops them
in trials. Obey me as long as I obey Allah and
His Messenger, but if I disobey Allah and
His Messenger, then I have no right to your
obedience.”
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CHARACTERISTICS OF PRE-ISLAMIC PROSE

Pre-Islamic prose: The pre-Islamic prose is divided into orations and proverbs.

Example of pre-Islamic orations

(13 A el el 5h L I8 oElb Gl ey ola GEle G A ol s 5 ) saalel (Wl D
Blale a)ly dlie dhay SRS JAys Op 5 2 ANS (153 &3 Slaly gl s
522 s, ’

Drama (:(z ! While less traditional, drama or z !l is growing in Arabic literature. Have
you seen or read any Arabic plays?

sdatiaall Ldlal) AadiL oY)l

Activity 8.1

Exploring the Meaning of <Y (Literature)

Dear learner, let us get an understanding of the different meanings of the word <Y

over time, | mean the literal meaning of the word. Are you ready? Then, let’s go.

1. Write down the three meanings of (adxill ¢ 3MAY! a JSx calakall) Y1 and provide
examples for each.

Al o inl A b

pladall s Aatad) sl gﬁ
pRE

:eﬂ-«-ﬂ}’\ JMJAAng
Al & K

ot :‘“5}:;2“ pard) gé

2. Now, ask a friend to reflect with you on the following question, then write
down your reflections in a short precise statement (with the assistance of the
following):
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Question: How has the meaning of <3 evolved from (a3 Js - Jalall jasll) to the
25 3aY) sl
S 5aY) yuanll N alad) jeand) o il im0/ )%ki S e

3. Literature is defined, technically, as a way to express human experiences. Explain
this definition in Arabic (You can refer to the content of this section or the Extended
Reading List for more information).

Activity 8.2

Significance of Arabic Literature

1. Ask a friend to reflect with you on why literature (in your community) is crucial
for preserving language and culture (A8l Jai 5 aall) Jais)

2. Discuss the above reflection with an elderly/knowledgeable person in the
community.

Activity 8.3

Exploring Factors Contributing to the Development of Classical
Arabic Literature

Now, it is time to explore key factors that contributed to the development of
classical Arabic literature. There are three major factors: (historical 2,ul),
(cultural A& ), and (social =Wis¥l). Watch (clip 8.0b) https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=3M5NIQLFEGw then continue with the activities.

1. Discuss the three factors with a friend.

2. Write a brief description of each factor: Then, find an example of how each
factor influenced a specific literary work or movement in Arabic literature.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3M5NlQLFEGw
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3. Reflect and discuss with a friend the following questions:

a. How did the historical context of the Umayyad and Abbasid eras shape the
themes and styles of classical Arabic poetry and prose?

b. Write about the impact of “«> ) 3 s on Arabic literature and list two
cultures that influenced it.

c. How did 22w and the Golden Age of Arabic civilisation shape the
development of sl @?

Activity 8.4

Cultural Values in Arabic Literature

1. Collaborate with a friend and reflect on how Arabic literature conveys cultural
values such as: (Aluall — a8l — o S,
Write a short dialogue in Arabic that incorporates these values.

3. After the class discussion and the group/pair work, choose either a table or a mind
map to demonstrate your understanding of the definition of Arabic literature and the
factors that influenced its development.

QY ks Jalge

Gl aall i
Pl A

Cuaall yeanll i

Or:

Al Bl ) ctaial) 305 50/ Allal) ) je i SIS oY1
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Activity 8.5

Exploring Types of Arabic Literature

1. Brainstorm with your group the reasons for reading literature and list the

reasons.

Prioritise the reasons based on your point of view

3. Pair up with your partner to discuss the order you determined and explain the

reasons behind your choices.

4. Write a brief description of each type of Arabic literature and find a well-known
example for each.

5. Pair up with the person next to you and identify what type of literature and what

period the following texts belong to:

536 Lz J zal al LR
o B o -~
SE1 gL 22 852 LS

Oda ¥, S5 Y 35, I3
st e gl B L5

BILLSC L et Aalls |
3188 15t B 28 3
gL dstede s,

SURY, LT )2 253y,
el B s, g 2,

ity A
; : V—J\x’y@"ﬁ:

/

b gaig ] oo 13] gl Lo
la] culill &llass | clyily elekll
22 @ dlpauilly popo
Belgoll aud

il il

6. Comparing s ddl g SuudSl) 2l Activity

a. Compare the structure and themes of classical Arabic poetry and modern

free verse.

b. Write two short verses, one in the style of sxu=dll and another in )=l =&l

inspired by the examples provided.
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c. Watch (clip 9.0a) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l RalBlrllg&t=6s,

then tell the key differences between these two above forms of poetry in
terms of structure and expression.

7. Understanding Literary Eras in Arabic Literature

I believe you are now familiar with the literal and conceptual meaning of <Y/,
let us now explore the different historical periods of Arabic literature.

a. Write down the six literary periods (3x3¥) ) sasll) and name one famous
work or author from each period.

5gdal) )

b. After you have written some information about the six literary periods of
Arabic literature, and to expand your knowledge and understanding of the
topic, let us embark on online (authentic) research to answer the following
question: How did each of the six literary periods of Arabic literature
contribute to the richness of Arabic literature?



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l_RalBIrIlg&t=6s
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8. Analysing Arabic Prose: Islamic and pre-Islamic prose
a. Choose a piece of Arabic prose like the 4ba of Abu Bakr al-Siddiq (JS

Gaall),

“O people, I have been appointed over you,
though I am not the best among you. If I do
well, help me; and if I do wrong, correct me.
Truthfulness is a trust, and lying is treachery.
The weak among you are strong in my sight
until [ return their rights to them, God willing,
and the strong among you are weak in my sight
until [ take the rights from them, God willing.
No people abandon jihad in the path of Allah
but that Allah subjects them to humiliation,
and no people spread immorality among them
except that Allah envelops them in trials. Obey
me as long as I obey Allah and His Messenger,
but if I disobey Allah and His Messenger, then I
have no right to your obedience.”

(oS iy and g oSl Euly o8 (il L
alad ol cosueld cunal
Ala Qi Al Baall | s i
il Gia e g aSd Camaall
Cinain oS (5 sl 5 ) oL () i 4le
YA els ) 4k Gall AT s gaie
g V) A o (gl o ey
V) ash B Aalil) ;i Y JUL

“-?S.'?l‘-’ A..‘A:\'GLE

b. Watch the video (clip

9.0b) https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=0rpxNwzq3qA fo practice reading skills.

c. Summarise the main message of the prose in Arabic, then translate it into

English.

d. Take turns with the person next to you to read the following pre-Islamic
prose and answer the questions with your group:

i Heis 13 el el b e (85 oCuld Cila (ja oGl GHE (e 4] o158 5 ) gaald (a0 G

%
-

i.  What is the writer’s purpose for writing?

1. Who is the audience for this writing?
iii. What issue is the writer focusing on?
iv. What is the writer’s tone? Why do you think he/she writes with this tone?



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0rpxNwzq3qA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0rpxNwzq3qA
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v. Does the writer seem to assume readers will agree with his/her position?
vi. Do you understand the vocabulary? If not, look the words up.
vii.Do you agree with the points the writer makes? Why/why not?

viii. Identify a social norm in a short Arabic text (like the 4ba of Abu Bakr
al-Siddiq) and discuss whether it is upheld or challenged.

THE POSITION OF POETRY AMONG PRE-ISLAMIC ARABS

The previous lessons dealt with the literal and technical meanings of Arabic literature, as

well as its types and periods. Our focus in this lesson will be on: (- Jalall jaall & =4l 45184
ad dilad (pe dlLia) g cillaal) £) o)

Activity 8.6

Explore the Significance of Poetry in Pre-Islamic Arab Society
1. Collaborate with your group to list five famous Ghanaian writers and poets.

Share the information that you know with the person next to you about any of
the personalities listed by the group.

2. As you are aware poetry was used to convey social, cultural, and moral values.
Now, reflect on the video (clip 9.0c) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e
WKnXe2mRw, then write down the lines that convey each of the areas
mentioned, using the table.

bl / cul)

‘Jc\.aﬁ;‘i\

Social

Al

Cultural

R

Moral

3. Choose any line from what you wrote above and explain in Arabic in your own
words.

4. Ibelieve you are now more informed about the significance of Arabic poetry in
(Salsll yaall), Collaborate with a friend to write a short paragraph discussing
how poetry helped preserve the history, values, and stories of the pre-Islamic
Arabs.

e
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5. Exploring the Poets of the Mu’allagat (<llzall)

Watch the video (clip 9.0c) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e __
WKnXe2mRw with a friend, then engage in the following activities:

a. Explain why the Mu’allaqat collections were given this name (QL":‘MS‘)

b. List at least (3) Mu’allaqat poets and provide a brief description of their
most famous work.

Cﬂ\ sl “Udl\

c. State, with examples, a common feature found in all the Mu’allagat poetry.

d. Based on what you watched in the clip, choose one poet whose work you
find most interesting and explain why.

i. Collaborate with a friend to watch the video (clip 9.0c) https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=e_WKnXe2mRw and identify at least 3 major
themes/main ideas such as sl ¢a <)) () 72l delailic and other
supporting details.

ii. Write a brief explanation of how each theme is presented in the poetry.

111. Find specific lines from the poems that illustrate each theme.
iv. Give yourselves the marks that you deserve. [1 [

6. The Position of a Poet in Pre-Islamic Arab Society

After you have successfully done extensive activities on the significance of
poetry in pre-Islamic Arab Society, it is time to demonstrate knowledge and
understanding of the status of poets in that society. Using the previous activities
as a guide, engage in the following activities:

a. Here are 6 sentences describing the status of poets in pre-Islamic Arab
society, your first task is to rearrange them according to their equivalent in
English.

b. Yoursecond task is to select one sentence which you consider best describes
the poets.

c. Explain the reason for your choice.

e



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e_WKnXe2mRw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e_WKnXe2mRw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e_WKnXe2mRw
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The Status of a Poet in the Gl el dilsa
Pre-Islamic Era

The poet held a high status in pre- Flia (e o alal) gaiaal) A el ol (Y
Islamic society due to his ability to Ledlal g ALty

compose poetry in an eloquent and
attractive manner.

The poet in pre-Islamic times was | ALl 5 g&l Siaa Jalall juanl) B joL& yie) (¥
considered the voice of the tribe elady
and its official spokesperson in
various forums.

Poetry in the pre-Islamic era was | gl 8 Laga 1399 cal Alalal) A oLl oS (¥

a means of boasting among tribes ALl dra C,
and strengthening social bonds.

The poet in pre-Islamic society AL aaiaall 3 Llle Ail<a e L&) Jia (¢
expressed the tribe’s emotions and i g el g plady jrdl) Ll o 45 a8
hopes.

The Status of a Poet in the Al el Ak
Pre-Islamic Era

The poet in the pre-Islamic era was O AU Ay AL juanll b skl oS (©
considered a representative of the Aasclaiay) Jayl g ) 4y g8 g Jaladll,

tribe’s strength and bravery

The poet in pre-Islamic times Lelali g ALl & gua Adalal) & el o) (1
played a crucial role in defending Jilaal) calida B ),

the tribe’s reputation.

7. Write a paragraph in Arabic on whether you think poets in Ghana or other artists
today hold the same influence.

Extended Reading
Click on the links below for more information on the topics discussed
e https: m/@ ArabicFluen
e https: m/watch?v= KnXe2mR =



https://www.youtube.com/@ArabicFluency
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e_WKnXe2mRw&t=509s

Review Questions 8.1

1. How has the meaning of «>¥! evolved from (a3¥) Ji - Jlalall yasll) to the (sl
33?2

2. How does literature contribute to intellectual discussions in society?

3. How did »>wY! and the Golden Age of Arabic civilisation shape the development
of (s2undl 19

4. How does the prose reflect social and cultural values of the time of (Lxa rac
a>sY)), such as justice and leadership?

5. How do (d8uzall — » S — i ,ill) ag cultural values influence the characters’ actions
and decisions in Arabic literature?

6. How does Arabic literature play a role in reflecting or changing social norms in
society?

7. How did the historical and cultural elements you’ve studied influence your writing?

A <




Answers to review question 8.1

The following are suggested/possible answers

l.

In Gl sl and 22Y) jaa sac | the term («2Y') meant hospitality, social
manners and good character. By the <Y a2l it evolved to include education
and literary refinement.

Literature stimulates debate, offers diverse perspectives, and addresses social,
political, and cultural issues.

22! introduced themes of morality and spirituality, while the Golden Age
expanded literary forms through cultural exchanges and the translation movement.

Prose from 23wy )aa jac emphasised justice, equality, and responsible leadership,
reflecting Islamic values.

These values guide characters to act honourably, generously, and hospitably,
driving the plot and character development.

Arabic literature mirrors societal norms, challenges injustices, and can promote
social change by presenting alternative viewpoints.

They provide a deeper cultural context and authenticity, enriching the themes and
narratives in your writing.

A &
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